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life.” (Jn. 3:16.)

Best known of all the 31,101 verses of the Bible, and the most
used, misused, and abused, is John 3:16. Rightly read and under-
stood in context, this verse reveals something of both love and hate,

righteousness and sin, grace and
works, salvation and judgment,
life and death, heaven and hell,
God and Satan.

We cannot fully appreciate love
without knowing the reality of hate.
We cannot fully understand the mean-
ing of righteousness unless we see it
in contrast to sin. We cannot grasp
the true character of grace until we
see it as something distinctly apart
from works. We cannot see the need
of salvation unless we face the fact of
judgment. Life and death are mean-
ingful terms only as we compare one
with the other. The same Bible that
holds forth the promises of heaven
eontains also the warnings of hell,
dnd either is meaningless without the
other. And we can in some measure
apprehend the goodness and greatness
of God only when by faith we see His
infinite and eternal overruling of all
the evil powers of Satan.

LOVE AND HATE

First, then, the love of John 3:16
can be appreciated only in view of the
fact that God hates “all workers of
iniquity.” (Ps. 5:5.) Or, as we read
in the immediate context of John 3
(verses 18 and 36), ‘he that believeth
not is condemned already” and ‘“‘the
wrath of God abideth on him.” :

“God so loved”—the same God of
Whom it is written, “Thou art of
purer eyes than to behold evil, and
canst not look on iniquity.” (Hab.
1:18.)

This same God “repayeth them that
hate him to their face, to destroy
them: he will not be slack to him that
hateth him; he will repay him to his
face.” (De. T:10) i

(Continued on page 2,
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GREAT TREASURES OF TRUTH FOUND IN
ONE SHORT VERSE IN THE BIBLE

By ROSCO BRONG
Dean, Lexington Baptist College

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
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First Sunday, August

White Hill Baptist Church, Louisville
Rd., Goodlettsville, Tenn. Pastor James
Gardner is to be assisted by Elder H. C.
Vanderpool.

Lafayette Baptist Church, College St.,
Lafayette, Tenn. Pastor Charles Moore is
to be assisted by Bro. Harold G. Carman,
Iy Friday, August é

Fairview Baptist Church, Woodburn,
Ky. Pastor Bernard Skaggs is to be
assisted by Elder Kenneth Massey. Bro.
William Stanford is to direct the singing.

Second Sunday, August

Bethlehem Baptist Church 1401 Lischey
Ave., Nashville, Tenn. Pastor Bobby G.
Sutton is to be assisted by Elder H. C.
Vanderpool. Thjrd Sunday, August

Bethel Baptist Church, 879 Orchard St.,
Toledo, Ohio. Pastor’s name and the one to
assist in the revival was not included in the
announcement.

New Bethel Baptist Church, 1088 Old
Dickerson Road, Goodlettsville, Tenn.
Pastor H. C. Vanderpool is to be assisted
by Elder W. T. Russell.
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| Married—
A Minister

Mrs. C. A. Darst

I married a minister, not because I had
a special desire or ambition to do so, not
because he was wealthy or because he was
famous, but because God led us together.
One who accepts the vow of being a
minister's wife assumes a tremendous
responsibility. She must surrender her
life, not to preach the gospel, but to assist
her husband in the work God has called
him to do. She must not count her life dear
unto herself, but must place her life upon
the altar of service. She must, if nec-
essary, be willing to forsake her friends,
relatives and homeland for the sake of
Christ. Her life must be above reproach;
she must be grave, sober, not a dissemina-
tor of slander, and must be faithful in all
things. Nothing should interfere with her
prayer life, or the study of His Word.

MANY GOOD MINISTERS COULD BE
BETTER MINISTERS IF THEIR WIVES
WERE MORE PERSEVERING AND
WILLING TO ENDURE HARDNESS. In
spite of adverse conditions, a good wife
will maintain a clean Christ — like
atmosphere in her home for his pleasure.
She will be a good manager. Her church
and home will come first. She will
discipline her children with a firm hand,
and she will have to do it in public because
her children are always in the public. The
minister's wife can be his greatest helper
because she is his closest associate. ghe
prays with him, she rejoices with him, and
shares his burdens and problems.

WHO COULD LIVE A MORE EXCIT-
ING LIFE THAN THE MINISTER’S
WIFE? She never knows what a day will
bring. Her home stands open continually to
the public, to the spiritual needs of her
husband’s flock, over whom God has made
him overseer. Many times she shares the
burdens and troubles of those seeking
advice and help and shares secrets that
she only talks about to God. Often she is
among the first to share the news of the
engagement of the young man and his girl,

(Continued on page 2)
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One righteous man, at once the Son of
Man and Son of God, provides in Himself
the only and sufficient righteousness to
merit for His people acceptance before
God. He Who knew no sin, in Whose
mouth was found no guile, was numbered
with transgressors, took upon Himself
our sins, and died, the Just for the un-
just, that He might bring us to God.

How brightly shines the Sun of right-
eousness amid the darkness of this sin-
ful world!

GRACE AND WORKS

God so loved that He gave. If He had
wished to tie strings or attach all sorts
of conditions to His gift, He could have
done so.

He could have required baptism as a
condition in order to the remission of
sins, but He never did so.

He could have limited salvation to
members of His church, but He never
aid so.

He could have required any or all sorts
of good works on man’'s part to add
human merit to Christ's perfect right-
eousness in order to gain admittance to
heaven, but He never did so.

He could have provided only a tem-
porary salvation, with ccntinuance del-’
pendent on our “holding out faithful,
but He never did so.

“Therefore it is of faith, that it might
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the next issue. Bro. Hicks, I'm sorry. —
ditor

be by grace.” (Rom. 4:16.)

Nor is there in all the earth a mem-
ber of the human race born without that
sinful character which makes him an
abomination in the sight of God. Of
God’s own people it is written, “We all
had our conduct in times past in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the mind; and were
by mature the children of wrath, even as
others.” (Eph. 2:3.)

Only when we recognize the scriptural
teaching of God’s holy hatred and anger
against sin and sinners can we begin to
appreciate the meaning of “God so
loved.,” Only then can we appreciate the
statement, in Rom. 5:8:

“God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.”

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SIN

The world that God loved was a lost
world, a world under the curse of sin, a
world with the poison of the serpent in
its veins, a world condemned to die. But
as God provided ‘a remedy for snake-
bitten Israelites, so He has provided a
remedy for Satan’s vietims to deliver
them from sin.

(Continued on Page 3)

things. but the little things daily that bring
comfort to others. She wants to be your
servant; to serve you in her capacity.
Your minister’'s wife does not want
sympathy, but she wants your prayers and
your words of encouragement. She is
hap[?)y to be your pastor’'s wife. When the
load seems just a bit heavy at times, she
can say as David in Psalms 121:1, ‘I will
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help.”” His sustaining
grace is demonstrated in many ways.
Could she ask for more when a dear one
says, ““‘As my pastor’s wife, I wouldn’t
want you to be different?”’ - Mo. Miss Bap.

INDIANA ORDINATION

It is possible this announcement is too
late. On Sunday, August 1, there is to be an
ordination at Harmony Missionary Baptist
Church, 2861 So. Randolph St., Indian-
apolis, Ind. Services are to begin at 10:00
a, m,

Bro. Richard Jenkins is to be ordained to
the full work of the ministry. Churches of
like faith and order are invited to attend
and assist in the ordination.

ATTEND SUNDAY SCHOOL









