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— WHO SAID SO?

By NORMAN H. WELLS

In order to discuss the relationship of God and man the first thing
that is necessary is to establish the final source of authority, Man’s
individual conscience, reason, and experience are subject to question and

debate and would have to be
dismissed as a final authority. This
discussion will look to a book that
claims to be the final authority—
the Holy Bible! No apology is
made for this. The Bible can be
accepted for what it claims to be—
the Word of God!

The Bible teaches the existence
of a Divine, written, revelation
from God and claims to be all of
that revelation. The Bible has to
be accepted on its own claim or be
rejected as fraudulent. It is a rea-
sonable thing to accept that God
would give such a revelation as the
Bible claims to be.

Listen to the claims the Bible
makes for itself.

“And Moses came and told all
the people all the words of the
Lord, and all the judgements:
and all the people answered with
one voice, and said, all the words
:l\'hich the Lord hath said will we

0.”

words of the Lord, and rose up
early in the morning, and
builded an altar under the hill,
and twelve pillars, according to
the twelve tribes of Israel.”
—Exodus 24:3-4

From this scripture we find that
the words which Moses brought to
the people were accepted as being,
‘“the words of the Lord.”

Our scripture also says, ‘“Moses
wrote all the words of the Lord.”
Not only was the word of the Lord
transmitted orally, it was written
down and preserved. This clearly
teaches the existence of a divine,
written, revelation from God. The
Bible repeatedly states that the
word of God was received, written
down, and preserved.

“. . . thou shalt set thee up
great stones, and plaister them
with plaister: and thou shalt
write upon them all the words of

“And Moses wrote all the

(Continued on page 2)

(Tabghah).
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] AST THE NET ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE SHIP”

This serenely lovely view of dawn on the Lake of Galilee was photographed near Bethsaida
It depicts a scene that must differ very little from the one on which the Risen
Lord looked before the joyous reunion with seven of the Disciples:
had caught nothing, ‘“ but when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore,” and
seeing them in their boat, told them to cast the net on the right side (John xxi, 4-6).
familiar with fishing on this Lake say that it is quite easy for one on the beach to discetn a
shoal of fish in the clear water, so that he is able to direct the fishermen, just as Jesus did,
on which side successfully to cast the net.

During the night they
Those

| Revival Reporis

Woodburn, Ky. Three professions of faith.
Pastor Bernard M. Skaggs was assisted by
Elder L. W. Smith.

Beckwith Missionary Baptist Church,
Mt. Juliet, Tenn. Five professions of faith
with seven additions to the church. Pastor
Thomas Armstrong was assisted by Elder
J. Frank Carr.

Lcotayette Missionary Baptist Church,
Lafayette, Tenn. Three professions of faith
with six additions to the church. Pastor
Charles Mooie was assisted by Elder K.
W. Massey.

Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tenn. One profession of faith
with one addition. Pastor James H. Smith
was assisted by Elder Eugene Brown.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church,
Goodlettsville, Tenn. Four professions of
faith with eight additions to the church.
Pas’or H. C. Vanderpool was assisted by
Elder K. W. Massey.

Parkwood Missionary Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tenn. Two additions to the
church. Pastor L. W. Smith was assisted
by Elder Howard G. Taylor. Bro. Andy
Whitley was in charge of the singing.

Fairview Missionary Baptist Church

WISEMAN BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION
TO CONVENE

The Wiseman Baptist Association is to
convene in its 86th annual session on
October 21-22, 1977, with Buffalo Springs
Missionary Baptist Church, Highway 31-E,
Bethpage, Tenn. The church is located
between Bethpage and Westmoreland,
Tenn. Services are to begin the first day at
10:00 a.m.

Elder J. W. Briley is to preach the
Introductory Sermon on Friday. At the
Friday night service, illder F. L. Ray is to
deliver the Memorial Sermon. The Doc-
trinal Sermon is to be preached on
Saturday by Elder James (Pete) Porter.

Some of the subjects to come before the
Association for discussion and action this
year will be Missions, Orphans Home,
Christian and Ministerial Education,
Sunday Schools, Prayer Meetings, Church
Discipline, Financing the Lord’s Work and
Sunday School Literature.

Officers elected at the 1976 session were
Elder F. L. Ray, Moderator; Elder H. C.
Vanderpool, Clerk and Elder A. G.
Gregory, Treasurer.
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this law . . .”
—Deuteronomy 27:2-3

The great care that was exer-
cised to make certain that the
Word of the Lord was preserved
is pictured in this verse. 'The word
was to be engraved upon stone
that it might be preserved.

Many times in the Bible it is
stated that the part of God’s Word
known as ‘“the law” was recorded
in books.

‘. .. that he shall write him a
copy of this law in a book . ..”
—Deutercnomy 17:18

The words of the Lord existed in
books at a very early time.

“Take this book of the law,
and put it in the side of the ark
of the covenant . ..”

—Deuteronomy 31:26

“This book of the law shall not

depart out of thy mouth: ...”

—Joshua 1:8

From the account given so far
we see that the word of the Lord
existed in books at the time of
Joshua. That the Word of the
Lord, as it was received, was writ-
" ten down and preserved in books
is a fact clearly taught by the
Bible.

When we come to the prophets
we find that there was in their pos-

session that which was referred to

as “'the book of the Lord.”

“Seek ye out the book of the
Lord, and read: ...”

—Isaiah 34:16

The words of the Lord had been
received, recorded in a book, and
preserved. This record of the
words of the Lord was called the
“book of the Lord.” This book was
available during the time of the
prophets.

The prophets received the word

supposed to be respectable leaders in our
country are indicted for wrong doing from
the local office holder to Washington, D.C.
This nation was founded upon the princi-
ples of the word of God.

Atheist Madalyn O’Hair has made a
number of attempts to destroy everythin,
in this country that we’ve treasured an
believed in relative to our religious faith
and the word of God. Thank God she has
been stopped on some of these moves, but
she has found enough ungodly people to
support her in une way or another, and she
keeps on trying to do all the damage she
can. Her present move is to get “IN GOD
WE TRUST” removed from our currency
in America. LET’S STOP HER!!!

The courts may turn the criminals loose,
the guilty may say, I'm not guilty, or it was
someone else who was to blame. Many
crimes will go unsolved, or unpunished,
but rest assured to final Supreme Court
with the Lord as judge will take care of it
all. (Rom. 14:10-12).
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‘THAT WHICH WE HAVE $EEN AND HEARD
DECLARE WE LNTO YOU.”
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of the Lord and recorded it in
books.
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up
the words, and seal the book . ..”
—Daniel 12:4

Daniel received the words of the
Lord and recorded them in a
book. The same is said of the other
prophets.

“Write the vision, and make
it plain upon the tables, . ..”
—Habakkuk 2:2

The visions, prophecies, revela-
tions, etc., that the prophets re-
ceived from the Lord were accu-
rately recorded for all ages.

These recorded words of the
Lord were in existence during the
time of the New Testament and
were referred to as ‘“the scrip-
tures.” Jesus continually referred
to and made use of the scriptures.
Notice the following verses.

“Ye do err, not knowing the
scriptures, . . .”
—Matthew 22:29

“, . . while he opened to us the

scriptures ?”’ —Luke 24:32
“Search the scriptures; . . .”
—John 5:39

The accumulated, recorded,
word of God was available to Jesus
Christ and was called the Scrip-
tures. Jesus taught the scriptures
as the Word of God. He com-
manded others to search the scrip-
tures and they were accepted as
the very Words of God.

The Epistles make the same
claim concerning the scriptures.

“For whatsoever things were

written aforetime were written

for our learning, that we through

patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope.”
—Romans 15:4

The Bible records that Jesus
Christ claimed that the words He
spoke were the Words of God.

“For I have given unto them
the words which thou hast given

e .o —John 17:8

The words that Jesus spoke were
the words given Him by God. The
scriptures and the words which
Jesus spoke were both accepted as
being the Word of God.

“. .. they believed the scrip-
tures, and the word which Jesus

had said.” —John 2:22

In reading the Gospels it be-
comes apparent that the life and

WOTQS OF Jesus ChIIst were a part
pof the divine, revelation from God.
When we look into the Epistles the
claim is made that they were to be
accepted as the Word of God.
“Which things also we speak,
not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; . . .”
—1I Corinthians 2:13
The writers of the KEpistles
claimed to s what they had
been taught by the Holy Ghost.

This was God’s Word! Other
scriptures bear this out.
“For I delivered unto you first
of all that which I received, . ..”
—1I Corinthians 15:3
“For I neither received it of
man, neither was I taught it, but
by the revelation of dJesus
Christ.” —Galatians 1:12
“, .. ye received the word of
God which ye heard of us, ye
received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, ...”
—I Thessalonians 2:13
It is all summed up in one
expression found in II Timothy
316
“All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, . ..”
The scriptures, therefore, are

the final source of authority, as we
examine the tremendous theme of

God and His relation to man.









