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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Psalms 60:4
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GREETINGS

BAPTISM — A FIGURE
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HONEST READING OF SCRIPTURE SHOWS THAT
SALVATION IS IN CHRIST — NOT IN BAPTISM

By ROSCO BRONG
Dean, Lexington Baptist College

“. .. when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by (through) water. The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 3:20-21.)

Verse 21 can be more accurately translated and punctuated as
follows: “With reference to which also an antitype—baptism- -now
saves us: not a putting off of the filth of the flesh, but an asking of a

good conscience toward God
through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.”

THE TYPE—FLOOD WATER

“Water” 1{is the antecedent of
“which" at the beginning of this verse
—or the antecedent of ‘“whereunto,”
as we have it in the King James ver-
sion. A glance at the Greek text is
enough to establish this fact with
anyone who knows Greek.

That is, Peter is comparing New
Testament baptism to the water of
the flood “in the days of Noah.” But
did the water of the flood save souls?
Figuratively speaking, the answer is
yes:

‘. .. the longsuffering of God waited
in the days of Noah, while the ark
was a preparing, wherein [literally,
into which] few, that is, eight souls
were saved by [better, through]
water.”
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SAVED THROUGH WATER

How did the water of the flood save
the lives of Noah and his family? If
they had trusted in the water itself,
they must have perished along with
the ungodly who would not believe
that the judgment of God was about
to fall uoon them. Bellef that the
water itself would have saving power
must have been at least as fatal to
their salvation as refusal to believe
that the water would come. But—

“Noah went in, and his sons, and
his wife, and his son’s wives with him,
into the ark, because of the waters of
the flood.” (Gen. 7:7.)

The water of which God warned
him drove Noah and his family into
the ark, and so through water they
were saved into the ark.

No great intelligence is needed to
see that actually these lives were

(Continued on Page 3)

‘No Curbs’ On
Religious Freedom

Justice Minister Shmuel Tamir,
prompted by a complaint from
leaders, offered

A statement from Tamir was relayed
here by telephonc after an un-
precedented consultation between
church representatives in Israel and

5 government officials.

“There is no intention whatsoever on
the part of the Israel government to
restrict in any way religious freedom of
the Christian community or any other

§ community in Israel,” the statement

said. ) ) ’
It was in the form of a letter to
Richard Maass, president of the

American Jewish Committee, who had
protested that “*sweeping provisions™ of
the law appear “intended to intimidate
the Christian community.™

The law, passed by the Knesset last
December, makes it a prison ofTence to
offer material benefits to get anyone to
change his religion or to accept such
benehits for changing religions.

Amid widespread Christian ap-
prehensions about the law, Maass last
month wrote to Prime Minister Begin
and Justice Minister Tamir, citing the
dismay among many Christians who
have been firm supporters of Israel.

Search The Scriptures

By H. C. Vanderpool

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life.”” John 5:39a.

There are many ideas in the minds of
people today concerning the plan of
salvation. Because of this fact there are
various interpretation of the scriptures.
Not only the plan of salvation but other
subjects of the Bible are twisted and mis-
understood. I believe much of this is due
to the fact that sc many people take what
someone says and they have failed to
search the scriptures for themselves.

How are we to search or study the
scriptures? The following outline should
be of help to sincere and honest people.

SERIOUSLY. We should be serious
about our study. As we go into the world
as ministers, deacons, Sunday School
teachers or as laymen, we should have a
desire to rightly divide the teachings of

(Continued on page 2)

ELDER JOHN HARVEY GRIME
July 29, 1851 — August 8, 1941

In 1888, Elder J.H. Grime wrote a book.
“Close Communion and Baptists,” which
received wide circulation. His son. Elder
J. Hall Grime, has had the book reprinted
Every person, especially all Baptists,
should have a copy. Churches would do
well to order a bundle for distribution to
their members. These valuable booklets
are 60 cents per copy. Order from: Elder
J. Hall Grime, Route 9. Box 390, Lebanon.
TN 37087.

How To Be Saved

By Henry Smith

The Holy Scriptures only can reveal to
us the way of salvation; or, as to how men
and women can be saved. However, the
world had rather make its own plans and
try to be saved its own way. There is a
common belief in men’s minds that as lon
as we are sincere it doesn't make muc
difference what we believe. But does it
make a difference? Do you think that God
Almighty is so soft and com romising that
He would set aside His Holy plan and
accept ours just because we might be
sincere? Certainly not; and don’t ever get
it in your mind and be so deceived as to
think that God is a softy. It is so true that
God is very gracious, merciful, and long
suffering, but nevertheless, He does not
accept anybody on their.own terms. Quite
to the contrary; He says through His
prophet: ‘‘Let the wicked forsake his way,

(Continued on Page 3)












