By GORDON HANSON

Pain was Billy’s ever-present companion.

It delayed his falling asleep at night.
It was with him through the long dark
hours, and it was his first wakening
awareness every morning.

For the last two of Billy’s 11 years the
pain had shadowed him. He grew thinner.
His cheeks were drawn and his eyes
haunted.

Billy’s pain was the terrible aftermath
of a tobogganing accident. He had been
flipped from the rear.of one toboggan
and, as he was sitting in the snow, an-
other toboggan came from behind and
struck him in the back. A tumor de-
veloped on his spine, and it became can-
cerous.

Desperately Billy’s parents sought a
cure. Billy was their only child. There
could be no more.

They took the boy from doctor to doc-
tor, hoping one would say, “I think I can
help him.” But never was there any en-
couragement.

The search didn’t end until the day an
aging doctor in a small town far from
Billy’s home examined the boy.

“Billy will soon be free of pain,” he
said. “Soon he’ll know it no longer.”

Billy’s mother knew what the doctor

meant. She kuew that soon Billy would
die.

But his father refused that interpreta-
tion. In his grief he accepted only that
Billy would live. He necded that belief,
that faith, to keep going. He couldn’t let
the boy down. The lad needed his
strength, and he needed his son’s.

The week before Christmas Billy's fe-
ver rose. His pain worsened and only con-
stant medieation hrought teken relief
Billv's mother had prepared herself. Deep
i despair, she knew the time was soon.

But the father raged in his anguish. He
ranted about the futility of it all . . . the
cruelty of God and the peintlessness of
taking a life so young. He had been mis-
led in his religious teachings, he cried.
Everything was a lie.

Dad Knows No Solace

The mother could minister only to the
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the Allenby Bridge, and some miles east of the river, the road
of ascent to the heights of Gilead winds through the Wady
this valley masses of oleanders, the
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By H.C. Vanderpooi

(This is the fourth and final report in a
series on our last Bible Lands Tour which
was Oct. 30 - Nov. 10, 1978.) -—-Editor

I closed my report last month with our
last night in Jerusalem. That was
Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Wednesday, November 8, 1978

We had just spent our last night in the
Holy Land. We were up early, had
breakfast, loaded our luggage onto our bus
and left for the Jordan River where we
would go back through customs, cross the
Allenby Bridge into Jordan. We had a
different guide from the one we had a few
days past when we were in Jordan for one
day and night. This time we had a jolly
little Arab who seemed to enjoy life to the
fullest and wished for us the same. He was
Mr. Labri M. (Patience) Awadalla. After a
rest stop just inside the Jordanian border,
and receiving our lunches in bags which
we would have to eat on our way, we
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of cliff and boulder.
Biblical

“ WILLOWS OF THE BROOK.” Across Jordan by way of  * willows of the brook,” flower in spring by the tumbling

stream, their rose-pink a delight against the grey limestone
On the right of the photograph can be
seen a tufted head of the tall “reed shaken with the wind”.

Baptist History

The following excerpts are from
‘“‘History of The Welch Baptists,”” By J.
Davis, 1835.

‘“‘Baptism by immersion, administered
to those who professed repentance towards
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Welsh people considered the only baptism
of the New Testament,”’ p. 14

“On  hearing this, Austin was
exceedingly wroth, and persuaded the
Saxons to murder one thousand and two
hundred of the Welsh ministers and
delegates, there present; and many more
afterwards were put to death, because

Baptist Mission

A new mission work has begun in Den-
ver, Colorado. Bro. Luther Jent and wife
along with several others are now meeting
each week for services. At present they
are waiting upon the Lord to lead a
minister to them for this work. The week-
ly services now consist of prayer, singing
and Bible Study. Anyone having friends or
relatives living in that area are asked to
contact them and inform them of the
mission. Those desiring to get the informa-
tion there may contact Bro. Jent as fol-
lows: Mr. Luther Jent, 45 Garfield St.,
Denver, Colorado 80206. If you wish to call
him the number is: (303) 377-5050.

they would not submit to infant baptism.”
p. 15

“God had a regular chain of true and
faithful witnesses in this country, in every
age, from the first introduction of
Christianity to the present time, who never
received nor acknowledged the pope’s
supremacy: like the thousands and
millions of the inhabitants of the vale of
Piedmont, residing on green and fruitful
meadows, surrounded by high and lofty
mountains, separated from other nations,
as if the all-wise Creator had made them
on purpose, as places of safety for his
jewels that would not bow the knee to
Baal.” pp. 16-17

“The names of several others are
mentioned in Welsh manuscripts, as being
noted; but in what respects we are not
informed: except William Tyndal, who
translated the Bible into English language,
and translated the five books of Moses into
the Welsh language, in the year 1520; for
which he was put to death in 1536.”" pp. 20-
21

“‘His (John Eaton) son, Isaac Eaton,
A.M., was the first pastor of the church at
Hopewell in that country. ---- He was the
first among the American Baptists, who
set up a school for the education of young
men for the ministry.” p. 87












