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Thou hast glven a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Psalms 60 4
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ELDER W. T. RUSSELL
WHEN WAS THE KINGDOM SET UP?

I give you a quotation from D. B. Ray: **We answer, that the setting up of the kingdom, with

its laws and ordinances, was not
John the Baptist was sent before Christ **

an instantaneous but a gradual work."’
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."”

Luke 1:17 John did not set up the kingdom; but he preached the gospel and prepared materials
for the setting up of the kingdom. (John was visible and the materials prepared by him were

visible)

Jesus Christ was the God of heaven
manifest in the flesh; and in fulfillment of the
prediction of Daniel, he did set up the kingdom
of heaven. He delegated this work to no man or
group of men. He set up his own kingdom. Soon
after his baptism in the Jordan river, the Saviour
chose the first members of the organization
called Church or kingdom of God. Soon after
this seventy others were chosen as his disciples,
and in Luke 12:32 the Saviour said, *‘Fear not,
little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.""

It must be remembered that the 12 who were
chosen from the company of the disciples and
ordained apostles as recorded in Luke 6, were
first chosen disciples and were later placed in the
office of Apostle. I concur that the 12 apostles
were the first chosen members of the church, but
they were members of the church together with
others at the time they were chosen from the rest
to the office of Apostle.

As Moses came down from the mount after
he had fasted forty days, so Christ, after he had
fasted forty days during his temptation in the
wilderness by the devil, commenced to deliver
the laws for his kingdom, for the government of
spiritual Israel. The Saviour continued to deliver
these laws to his called out company till the night
he was betrayed. After the Supper was institut-
ed, which was the last institution given, then he
delivered the kingdom, as now a complete
organization, to the disciples in the following
words: “*And | appoint unto you a kingdom as
my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. Now,
soon after, in the dedication prayer, he said: *'I
have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do.”" John 17:4

1 want to emphasize here that the called out
company was visible, the bread and wine of the
Supper was visible, the Head and Founder of the
kingdom, Jesus Christ, was visible, which is so
plain a fact that to deny that the kingdom was a
visible organization, to me is the very essence of
stupidity. Let us go further: It had a visible king
in the person of the Messiah, visible subjects,
visible laws, visible ordinances. The essential
elements of the kingdom so existing, to talk of it
being invisible is sheer nonsense. The Saviour
confessed before Pilate that he was king, and had
a kingdom before his death. **Pilate, therefore,
said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus
answered, thou sayest that I am a king. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the
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Church To Be
Organized In
Colorado

Elder Ottis L. Jones has been conducting
the Colorado Missionary Baptist Mission, 5900
So. Parker Rd., Denver Col. for several months.
The Mission is an extended arm of Lafayette
Missionary Baptist Church, Lafayette, Tenn. of
which Elder Jones is a member.

At the time of this report, the tentative plans
are to have an organizational service for the
purpose of organizing the Mission into a
Missionary Baptist Church on Sunday,
September 28, 1980. Our churches will be given
the final plans, or definite arrangements in the
September issue of the BANNER. Those who
will be able to go and assist in this work are
invited to do so. Watch for our next issue!

Polk County
Missionary Baptist
Association To Meet

The Polk County Missionary Baptist
Association of Missouri, will be meeting in their
113th Annual session on August 12-13, 1980,
with the Walnut Ridge Missionary Baptist
Church, Halfway, Missouri. Services will be at
10:00 A.M.

Officers elected last year were Elder Austin
McGinnis, moderator; Elder Stephen Skinner,
Asst. Mod.; Bro. David Gallivan, Clerk and
Treas. and Bro. Marvin Ashlock, Asst. Clerk
and Treas. In addition to the sermons preached,
a number of reports will be given on various
subjects.

Jacob‘s Well in Sychar (Shechem Nablus) (above) It was here that Jcsus “bemg
wearied with his journey’’ asked the Samaritan woman for a drink of water (John
4:5-12). The ancient stone well curb is covered today by an uncompleted chapel,
successor to several ancient ones that protected the site.

Holy Bible Published
In 1,631 Languages

NEW YORK (AP) - At least one book
of the Bible had been published in 1,631 of
the world's languages and distinct dialects
by the end of 1977, according to the Ameri-
can Bible Society.

Special Meeting 0 Separate And Regular
Baptists

November 18, 1842
Rutland’s Meeting House
Wilson County, Tennessee

In compliance with a decision of Concord
Association of United Baptists, and of the
Concord Association of the Separate Baptists, at
their last annual meetings, they met by their
delegates on Friday, the 18th of November,
1842, at Rutland’s Meeting House, Wilson
County, Tennessee.

The meeting was opened with prayer by
Elder John Bond. Elder R. W. January was

chosen Moderator, and R. A. Blair, Clerk.
The meeting being organized. the delegates

from the different  Associations were
recognized. From the United Baptist
Association, Elders John Harris. John

Landrum, Wm. F. Luck. Rutherford Barton.
and John Gambrell.
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