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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Psalms 60 4
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BY

ELDER W. T. RUSSELL
WHEN WAS THE KINGDOM SET UP?

I give you a quotation from D. B. Ray: **We answer, that the setting up of the kingdom, with

its laws and ordinances, was not
John the Baptist was sent before Christ **

an instantaneous but a gradual work."’
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

Luke 1:17 John did not set up the kingdom; but he preached the gospel and prepared materials
for the setting up of the kingdom. (John was visible and the materials prepared by him were

visible)

Jesus Christ was the God of heaven
manifest in the flesh; and in fulfillment of the
prediction of Daniel, he did set up the kingdom
of heaven. He delegated this work to no man or
group of men. He set up his own kingdom. Soon
after his baptism in the Jordan river, the Saviour
chose the first members of the organization
called Church or kingdom of God. Soon after
this seventy others were chosen as his disciples,
and in Luke 12:32 the Saviour said, *‘Fear not,
little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.""

It must be remembered that the 12 who were
chosen from the company of the disciples and
ordained apostles as recorded in Luke 6, were
first chosen disciples and were later placed in the
office of Apostle. I concur that the 12 apostles
were the first chosen members of the church, but
they were members of the church together with
others at the time they were chosen from the rest
to the office of Apostle.

As Moses came down from the mount after
he had fasted forty days, so Christ, after he had
fasted forty days during his temptation in the
wilderness by the devil, commenced to deliver
the laws for his kingdom, for the government of
spiritual Israel. The Saviour continued to deliver
these laws to his called out company till the night
he was betrayed. After the Supper was institut-
ed, which was the last institution given, then he
delivered the kingdom, as now a complete
organization, to the disciples in the following
words: “*And | appoint unto you a kingdom as
my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. Now,
soon after, in the dedication prayer, he said: **1
have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do.”" John 17:4

I want to emphasize here that the called out
company was visible, the bread and wine of the
Supper was visible, the Head and Founder of the
kingdom, Jesus Christ, was visible, which is so
plain a fact that to deny that the kingdom was a
visible organization, to me is the very essence of
stupidity. Let us go further: It had a visible king
in the person of the Messiah, visible subjects,
visible laws, visible ordinances. The essential
elements of the kingdom so existing, to talk of it
being invisible is sheer nonsense. The Saviour
confessed before Pilate that he was king, and had
a kingdom before his death. **Pilate, therefore,
said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus
answered, thou sayest that I am a King. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the

(Continued on Page 2)

Church To Be
Organized In
Colorado

Elder Ottis L. Jones has been conducting
the Colorado Missionary Baptist Mission, 5900
So. Parker Rd., Denver Col. for several months.
The Mission is an extended arm of Lafayette
Missionary Baptist Church, Lafayette, Tenn. of
which Elder Jones is a member.

At the time of this report, the tentative plans
are to have an organizational service for the
purpose of organizing the Mission into a
Missionary Baptist Church on Sunday,
September 28, 1980. Our churches will be given
the final plans, or definite arrangements in the
September issue of the BANNER. Those who
will be able to go and assist in this work are
invited to do so. Watch for our next issue!

Polk County
Missionary Baptist
Association To Meet

The Polk County Missionary Baptist
Association of Missouri, will be meeting in their
113th Annual session on August 12-13, 1980,
with the Walnut Ridge Missionary Baptist
Church, Halfway, Missouri. Services will be at
10:00 A.M.

Officers elected last year were Elder Austin
McGinnis, moderator; Elder Stephen Skinner,
Asst. Mod.; Bro. David Gallivan, Clerk and
Treas. and Bro. Marvin Ashlock, Asst. Clerk
and Treas. In addition to the sermons preached,
a number of reports will be given on various
subjects.

Jacob‘s Well in Sych;u (Shechem Nablus) (above) It was here that Jesus, “being
wearied with his journey’’ asked the Samaritan woman for a drink of water (John
4:5-12). The ancient stone well curb is covered today by an uncompleted chapel,
successor to several ancient ones that protected the site.

Holy Bible Published
In 1,631 Languages

NEW YORK (AP) - At least one book
of the Bible had been published in 1,631 of
the world's languages and distinct dialects
by the end of 1977, according to the Ameri-
can Bible Society.

Special Meeting O Separate And Regular
Baptists

November 18, 1842
Rutland’s Meeting House
Wilson County, Tennessee

In compliance with a decision of Concord
Association of United Baptists, and of the
Concord Association of the Separate Baptists, at
their last annual meetings, they met by their
delegates on Friday, the 18th of November,
1842, at Rutland’s Meeting House, Wilson
County, Tennessee.

The meeting was opened with prayer by
Elder John Bond. Elder R. W. January was

chosen Moderator, and R. A. Blair, Clerk.
The meeting being organized. the delegates

from the different  Associations were
recognized. From the United Baptist
Association, Elders John Harris. John

Landrum, Wm. F. Luck. Rutherford Barton.
and John Gambrell.

(Continued on page 4)
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Missionary Report
From Japan Hiroshima, Japan

Dear Elder H. C. Vanderpool,

Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ from Japan.

We hope you and your family are well
and enjoy the blessings from above. We do
remember you in our prayer from time to
time, which is our joy. I haven’t written
vou for some time. I am sorry. I am still
preaching the words of God and keep busy
in carrying out Lord’s business out in this
land by the grace of the Lord Jesus, for
which I am thankful.

For nearly 20 months 1 haven’t

written you for the Banner, and many of
our Baptist friends in States wondered
what | was doing. Some of them called me
by the phone at each different time from
different places.

We really appreciate

Eld. & Mrs. Koji Tajima

them all for their concern in us with love.
My family and I are just all right and are
doing all right for the glory of God, for
which we are thankful. We had some
difficulties in the work, so I worked all
night to make money at a trucking
company, and did work both in the day
time and evening time in the Lord’s
business until last January. My health was
almost ruined. It has been a constant
combating with Satan, but we have
overcome many of difficulties by the faith
(Continued on Page 3)
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THE WORLD

By H.C. Vanderpool

Genesis 6:1-13

1. And it came to pass, when men began
to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them,

2. That the sons of God saw the daughters
of men that they were fair; and they took
them wives of all which they chose.

3. And the Lord said, My spirit shall not
always strive with man, for that he also is
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and
twenty years.

4. There were giants in the earth in those
days: and also after that, when the sons of
God came in unto the daughters of men,
and they bare children to them, the same
became mighty men which were of old,
men of renown.

5. And God saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.

6. And it repented the Lord that he had
made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart.

7. And the Lord said, I will destroy man

whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and beast, and all the
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for
it repenteth me that I have made them.

8. But Noah found grace in the eyes ol
the Lord.

9. These are the generations of Noah:
Noah was a just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God.
10. And Noah begat three sons, Shem,

Ham, and Ja-pheth.
1l

The earth also was corrupt before God,

12. And God looked upon the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-
rupted his way upon the earth.

13. And God said unto Noah, The end of
all flesh is come before me; for the earth
is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

POPULATION INCREASE
Evidently, several hundred years had
passed by. Each generation was said to have
lived several hundred years, and there had
been ten generations from Noah's sons
back to Adam, (Luke 3:37-38). With this
reasoning, several centuries had passed
and the population had increased upon the
earth. Marriages had already become dif-
ferent from the first one which God insti-
tuted. Marriages had become ill-assorted,
there seems to have been inter-marrying
of believers and unbelievers in those days.
According to verse 2 of the lesson text, poly-
gamy was already a way of life. Note the
expression, ‘‘all that they chose.”

*“The sons of God saw the daughters
of men that they were fair; and they took

them wives of all they chose.”” The sons
of God are here understood to mean the

family of Seth, and the daughters of men
to be the descendants of Cain. The former
being considered the religious of that day
and the latter, the daughters of men, or de-
scendants of Cain, being unbelievers and
given to corrupt practices of life. Mixed
marriages of opposite principles and prac-
tice were necessarily sources of extensive
sin and corruption. The women, irreligious
themselves, would as wives and mothers
exert an influence fatal to the existence
of religion in their household, and conse-
quently the people of that later age sank
to the lowest depravity.

THE DAYS WERE NUMBERED

**And the Lord said, My spirit shall
not always strive with man, for that he also
is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred
and twenty years.”’ I have heard a number
of ministers use this verse of scripture in
preaching to sinners, saying, if you put off
salvation from time to time, God will finally
quit striving with you through the Spirit.
This is a misapplication of the scripture.
God meant that he was not going to go on
forever and put up with the world sinning

and the earth was filled with violence.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Compared

(Continued from Page 1)

truth.” Yes, Jesus bore witness to the truth that
he was a king in that gloomy hour of trial, though
this confession cost him his life. Will anyone
presume to say that Jesus assumed the title of
king before he was king in truth? He also claims a
kingdom at this same time; for he says, ‘‘My
kingdom is not of this world.” In this he
certainly did not leave the impression that his
kingdom was invisible, but simply that it was not
of the world, even though it was in the world.

The Jewish temple was a type of the church
or kingdom of Christ. The temple was not reared
in one day or night; the work progressed
gradually. First, the materials were prepared
and collected on the ground; and then the temple
was reared and completely arranged for the
service of God before it was dedicated, or set
apart to the service of God by prayer and the
shedding of blood. And in like manner the
materials for the kingdom were first prepared by
John; and Christ received his work, and in
person set up the kingdom, completed the
organization, before he dedicated it to its
glorious work by prayer and the shedding of his
own blood.

In the erection of the Jewish temple, the
stones from the quarry must have been visible
material for each stone was hewn to exact di-
mension so as to fit perfectly in the foundation
structure of the building. The timber from the
forest of Lebanon was cut down, trimmed and
hewn, and cut to exact proportion before it was
delivered to the place of erection, so that there
was no need of the use of an axe or hammer or
any instrument in putting it together. All
materials were visible on the site, and the temple
was a visible building when erected, as everyone
must admit. It was completely erected before the
blood was shed for its dedication, and the prayer
of Solomon at its dedication. Not only so, but it
was not until its complete erection that the cloud
filled the temple. Likewise, the church was
completely set up when Jesus offered the prayer
of dedication in John 14. It was completely set up
when Jesus shed his blood on the cross of
Calvary. It was in all respects the visible
kingdom of God when the Spirit came on the Day
of Pentecost, which was the annointing of the
most holy place.

CAN ANYTHING ORGANIC BE INVISIBLE?

The kingdom of God is either organic or
inorganic. The American Heritage Dictionary of
the English language defines ‘‘Organic” as,
*‘likened to an organism in organization and
development.”” What is an organism?
Definition: **Any living individual, plant,
animal, etc. These are all individualistic, fixed,
organized and local, developed and visible.

Paul in Romans 12:4, 5, likens the church to
a living human body (organism), “*For as we
have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office: so we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.’’ Therefore, just as the
human body is visible and organic, so is the
church. We therefore conclude that if the church
were invisible, it would of necessity possess
neither organic life nor the products of organic
life. It would be artificial, lacking system or
structure.

If the church was an invisible something, it
would of necessity be inorganic and lack the
ability of movement in operation; therefore,
incapable of development in growth which could
result in no other way than through carrying out
the commission of carrying the gospel to the
nations of the world according to the authority of
Christ.

Jesus said of the church, **Ye are the light of
the world, a city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid.”” How can anything that cannot be hid
become invisible?

Jesus gave the rules of discipline to his
visible church. Just for simple example let us
consider this one. “'If thy brother have ought
against thee, go and tell him,of his fault; if he
hears you you have gained your brother.™ If he

Continued on Page 4)
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blessed our Sunday School for children
and services for adults. New people are
coming. We would like for you to keep
praying for us. Last March two women got
saved beautifully who had come to our
meeting for nearly a year.They are Mrs.
Masae Tanaka, age 44, and Mrs. Atsuko
Nagaishi, age 47. They are doing very fine.
We would like for you to know you have a
part in their conversion. Please pray for
others who are under conviction.

Some time ago I got $15.00 from SS
Class No. 2 of New Bethel to buy Bibles,
for which we appreciated the class. I added
my $20.00 to the money and bought 4
Bibles in Japanese language and 1 song

again soon.
We will keep praying for all of you.
Yours truly in His name,
Koji Tajima and Family
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“My great concern is not whether God
is on our side; my great concern is to be
on God's side.”

—Abraham Lincoln.

there are three Gods as some uninformed
people accuse us of doing. We believe and
teach that there is one true God, and that
the three persons, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit are manifested as the one God. (John
10:29-30; Acts 5:3-4). Also, in the same
scripture above with the plural pronouns,
the word **God”” in Hebrew is **Elohim™
and is in the plural, denoting one God but
three persons.

When God created man in His image.
we do not understand that this meant in the
size, form, appearance, etc., but rather
other attributes. Not the physical, but rather
the spiritual nature of man was in the image

To use the knowledge gained,
Perhaps we might become at last
As fine as God ordained.
But though we can’t retrace our
steps,
However stands the score,
Tomorrow brings another chance
For us to try once more.

“*Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to
thy seed, which is Christ."" (Galatians 3:16).






