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THE BLESSED FRUITS OF
REGENERATION
By J. H. Smith
Some people  experience this
regeneration, or new birth, but they hardly
know what they have possessed, or what to
call it. They know that a change has been
wrought in their heart, but they don’t know
just what to call it, or how to explain it. I
have known people like this. This is where

Elder Henry Smith

teaching must come in, to help the babe in
Christ, help him to know what he has come
into possession of, so that he can better
serve the Lord and experience a fuller life.
A LIVING HOPE

I should like to refer you again to 1 Peter
1:3: *‘Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again unto

JACOB IS
NAMED

ISRAEL

By
H. C. Vanderpool

And he said, Thy name
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel:
for as a prince hast thou power with God
and with men, and hast prevailed. (Gene-
sis 32:28).

tor a great story ot Jacob s courtship.
marriage and how he became rich, please|
read Genesis, Chapters 29, 30, 31

We do not know how long Jacob travel-
ed. But he finally arrived in Haran. He soon
learned he was among his mother’s people.
When Rachel came with the tlocks to water
them, she met Jacob. He kissed her and
then wept. He went home with her to the

house of Laban. Atter spending a month in
this home. Laban told Jacob that if he was
to remain with him he would pay him wages
for his work.

Jacob told Laban that he loved Rachel,
his youngest daughter, and that he would
work for him seven years for her to be his
wite. Laban agreed.

The seven years seemed but a few days
to Jacob. He had fallen in love with her at
first sight. and thus began a romance that
lasted many years and was terminated only
with the untimely death of his beloved Ra-
chel on his return to his ancestral home at
Hebron.

JACOB’S FAMILY

The writer of Genesis gives in consider-|
able detail the experiences of Jacob with
Laban, the brother of Rebekah, his mother.
Jacob. who was a shrewd bargainer, had no
particular ditficulty in dealing with easy-
going Esau, but in Laban he met a worthy
foe. Laban’s treachery is first exhibited in
his deception of Jacob at the time of his
marriage.

(Continued on Page 2)

Missionary Report
From Japan

Dear Elder H. C. Vanderpool and Readers,

We are happy to report to you our work
for the Lord here in Japan with so much joy
and thanks this morning.

First of all, we thank you for the Banner
you send us kindly each month, which we
enjoy reading and learn things going on over
there, and thank churches and individuals
that encourage us keep on the work by
writing letters, by sending offerings, by
long-distance-callings and by others. We
appreciate all of you who take a part in our
missionary work in any way.

Enclosed you see two pictures taken
August 10th when we held Baptist baptism
in nearby primary school swimming pool,
which will tell you something about us.
Rejoice with us for the blessed fruits. This
past third quarter of the year is the most

blessed time I ever had from the Lord, for

which we are thankful unto the Lord. We
(Continued on Page 4)

a lively hope by the resurrection from the
(Continued on Page 3)

Kentucky Church To
Celebrate 25th

Anniversary

On December 7, Faith Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 921 East 10th Street, Bowling
Green, Ky. will celebrate their 25th anni-
versary. An all-day service has been
planned, and the church has invited all
former pastors to join with them on that day
in celebration and praise to the Lord for the
blessings He has bestowed upon them in
these past twenty-five years.

Faith church was organized on Decem-
ber 6, 1955, under the leadership of Elder C.
B. Massey of Pleasant Shade, Tenn. There
were 24 charter members. The member-
ship has grown to 230 at present.

The church was organized of members
from Fifth Street Baptist Church, now Fair-
view Memorial, which was organized on
Nov. 2, 1924, Fairview Memorial was
organized from an arm extgnded to Bowling
Green from Old Union Baptist Church in

(Continued on Page 4)




BAFI1I>D1 BANNEK
Founded June 1. 1966
Publication No. (USPS 041-800)

Second-Class Postage Paid At
Goodlettsville, TN 37072

Mail all Correspondence to:
H. C. Vanderpool. Editor
104 Hasty Drive
Goodlettsville. TN 37072
Phone: (615) 859-5780

POSTMASTER: Send 3579 to:
104 Hasty Dnive
Goodlettsville. TN 37072

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
....$3.00
2 Years .sicis ...%$5.00
In bundles to churches. $2.00
per copy per year. For 100 or
more copies to one address.
$1.50 per copy per year

EDITORIAL

By
H. C. Vanderpool

Virgin Birth Of
Christ

True Baptists have. and still believe and
teach the virgin birth of Christ. About 700 B.C.
Isaiah write, “*Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold. a virgin shall conceive.
and bear a son. and shall call his name Im-
manuel.’” Isaiah 7:14.

Seven hundred years later the angel of the
Lord spoke to Joseph concerning his taking the
virgin Mary to be his wife, **Now all this was
done. that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet. saying. Behold. a
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel.
which being interpreted is. God with us."" Mat-
thew 1:22-23.

Jesus had no earthly father. Had he been
begotten and born after the nature of mankind.
our faith in him would be in vain. we would be
without a Saviour. which would mean we would
be without any hope in the world. We would still
be in sin and doomed to eternal night.

Since we have the witness of the Holy Spirit
in our hearts that we have been born of God.
Romans 8:16. our witness. that of the Spirit and
the word of God all agree that we are born again
by faith in Christ. the Son of God. who was born
in Bethlehem of the virgin Mary. She was found
with child of the Holy Ghost. Matthew 1:18-20.
Without the virgin of Christ there could be no
plan of redemption for lost humanity. Acts 4:11-
12.

As far as is known. there are no records of
the date of ‘Christ’s birth. Various dates have
been set aside and kept. and December 25 is just
another uncertain date. However, God's word
does teach us that he was born according to
prophecy. fulfilling God’s plan. Gal. 4:4: Rev.
13:8.

At this Christmas season when millions dis-
respect Christ and Christianity with their
thoughts, actions and gifts. may we keep Christ
in Christmas. and live like Christians throughout
the year!

) The best way to forget your own problem
is to help someone solve his.

L2 22 27

O, Little Town Of
Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deepand dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark street shineth,
The ever lasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years,
Are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,

Be born in us today!
We hear the Christmas angels,
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Im-man-u-el!

L2222 4

Bethlehem, .Shepkerd‘o Field

ISRAEL
(Continued from Page 1)

By the terms of their agreement Jacob
was to work seven years for Rachel. **And
Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and
they seemed unto him but a few days, for
the love he had to her.”” In good faith Jacob
kept his part of the contract.

The time for the wedding came. The
ceremony was at night and the bride was
heavily veiled. Only after the ceremony
did Jacob discover that Laban had deceived
him by substituting Leah. her older sister,
for Rachel. When Jacob hotly protested.
his father-in-law calmly stated that it was
not customary ‘‘in our place to give the
younger before the first-born."" Jacob loved
Rachel but was informed by her father that
he could have her only by working seven
more years.

He had no alternative but to accept
the terms of Laban. However, he under-
stood now the character of the man with
whom he was to deal. In his subsequent
dealings with Laban he was able not only
to take care of himself, but to become pros-
perous. In the meantime his family was
growing. Leah, Rachel and two concubines
bore children to him. According to the chap-
ters preceding this lesson, there were twelve
sons and one daughter.

Jacob began to do business his way and
eventually he was a rich man. He began to
notice that Laban didn’t feel toward him as
he once did. The Lord spoke unto Jacob
and said. "*Return unto the land of thy fath-
ers. and to thy kindred; and 1 will be with
thee.”

RETURN TO CANAAN

The years at Padan-Aram passed swift-
ly. if not too happily for Jacob. He never]
intended to live here permanently, so the
vision of God with the command to retumn
to Canaan was welcomed. But in carrying|
out the command he faced two difficulties.
Laban. for obvious reasons. did not want
him to leave. Then too. he was fearful of his
meeting with Esau back home. After one
unsuccesstul attempt he was at last able to

escape with his family. his flocks and herds.

RECONCILIATION WITH ESAU

Esau and his descendants were settled
in the land of Edom, directly south of He-
bron and the Dead Sea. Jacob could have
settled in central Canaan without meeting
Esau. but he was determined to settle the
old differences with his brother.

When he had reached a certain place
he sent presents. means of wealth to ap-
pease Esau. He came to the little river Jab-
bok which emptied into the Jordan. From
here the messengers went to meet Esau
and prepare the way for Jacob later. The
emissaries returned with the announcement
that Esau was coming with four hundred
men to meet him. Deeply disturbed, Jacob
prepared for the worst. To his great sur-
prise. however. Esau came not to war, but
with peaceable intent. Jacob presented
costly gifts to his brother and the two were
reconciled. Esau returned to his own home.
leaving Jacob to follow his course home-
ward without interference.

FROM * JACOB”’ TO “ISRAEL”

In the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15)
God promised Adam and Eve and the entire
human race of all ages a Saviour. That prom-
ise was renewed with Abraham. with Isaac
and also with Jacob.

The name “‘Jacob' meant ““supplan-
ter.”” But now he is a new man. Things have
changed. On the banks of the River Jabbok,
all alone, he wrestled all night with an angel.
Whatever difficulties we may have in ex-
plaining the details of this strange experi-
ence, certain important facts are clear.

God spoke to Jacob, made a covenant
with him and changed his name from Jacob
“supplanter™ to Israel (prince of God).
From this time Jacob was different. The
weaknesses in character up to now so prom-
inent in his career, began to disappear.
Henceforth lite was characterized by a deep
devotion to the work of God. He was now
a man with a mission. His strong gifts were
to be used no longer for unworthy and selt-
ish purposes. but for God. He was at last
a prince of God walking in the ways of Abra-
ham.

ISRAEL

The name ““lIsrael’” also means *“ruling
with God.™" It was about 1739 B.C. when
God called Jacob Israel. We note that to be
a prince with God. and to rule with God has
a greal meaning. Genesis 32:28. The
name appears later in the Old Testament
3.289 times. in the New Testament 78 times.
making a total of 3.367 times in the Bible.

Again we wish to call your attention to
the tact that the promise of a Saviour. who
was Jesus. born in Bethlehem, came
through the promises made to Abraham.
Isaac and Jacob. The twelve sons of Jacob
became known in Biblical history. as well
as in world history. the nation of Israel.

A NEW NAME

Jacob received a new name. Things
had changed with him and his life. When an
individual meets the Lord and is saved. he
or she is a new person. ““Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away: behold, all things
are become new.’" (Il Corinthians 5:17).

“*But when the fulness of the time was
come. God sent forth his Son. made of a
woman. made under the law. To redeem
them that were under the law. that we might
receive the adoption of sons. And because
ye are sons. God hath sent torth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba,
Father. Wherefore thou art no more a ser-
vant. but a son: and if a son, then an heir
of God through Christ.”” (Gal. 4:4-7) Read
Revelation 2:17.

CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM

Approximately 4.000 years of human
history passed and generation after gene-
ration lived and died. From one generation
to another the promise of God to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob was taught. The world
waited. The old prophets of God had long
finished their courses and had gone to be
with God when finally one night while shep-
herds were watching over their tlocks near
Bethlehem. the message came trom heaven.
1 bring you good tidings of great joy. which
shall be to all people. For uhto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour.which
is Christ the Lord.









