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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Ps. 60:4
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NAZARETH

Nazareth lies on the southernmost range of the Galilean hills
overlooking the Jezreel Valley. Its 1230 foot height offers a
spectacular view of Naboth's vineyard, Elisha’s house and the
Carmel of Elijah’s sacrifice. Certainly all these places were well
known to the young Jesus, all within a day’s hike for a healty
child raised in the clear Galilean air. He could not help but
note the various peoples who criss-crossed Jezreel just
beneath: Greek settlers heading east to the pagan Decapolis,
Jewish pilgrims (one of which he was to become, upon
reaching the age of twelve, [Luke 2:42]) going up to Jeru-
salem, Roman legions displaying their presence and the oc-
casional Samaritan cautious not to antagonize the local Jews.
The world was buzzing around him with chatter of revolt,
rumours of scandal, and the expectation of the coming Messiah.
Surely, Jesus keenly perceived the tumult about him and
translated this perception into worldly wisdom.

Present day Nazareth is a far cry from Jesus’ hamlet yet the
hills around have not moved an inch. Leading away is “"the
brow of the hill on which their city was built. Here Jesus was
led by the indignant townsfolk to the precipice but he passed

through the midst of them and went away" (Luke 4, 29).

MINISTRY

By J. H. Smith

(Continued from January issue)

GROWING BY THE WORD OF GOD
“WHEREFORE LAYING ASIDE ALL
MALICE, AND ALL GUILE, AND
HYPOCRISIES, AND ENVIES, AND
ALL EVIL SPEAKINGS, AS NEW
BORN BABES, DESIRETHE SINCERE
MILK OF THE WORD, THAT YE MAY
GROW THEREBY: SO BE YE HAVE
TASTED THAT THE LORD IS
GRACIOUS.” 1 PETER 2:1-3.

Every child of God must make way for
the Word of God to flow to his or her heart
if they expect spiritual growth; and
certainly there are things that can crowd

Elder Henry Smith

the Word out, as evidenced in the above
passage. The Word doesn’t find place in
the heart where there are such evils as:
‘‘Malice, guile, hypocrisies, and evil
speakings.”’ God’s divine Truth will not
(Continued on Page 3)

Bro. Doug Matthews

There is to be an ordination service at
Rayon City Missionary Baptist Church,
209 Keaton Ave., Old Hickory, Tenn. on
Sunday, February 15, beginning at 2:00
P.M. Bro. Doug Matthews is to be
ordained to the full work of the ministry.
He has been called to the pastorate of
Fairview Missionary Baptist Church,
Woodburn, Ky.

Churches of the Enon, Wiseman and
Siloam  Baptist  Associations, and
Greenfield, Beech Grove No. 1, Union
No. 2 and Summer Shade Baptist
Churches have been invited to assist in the
ordination. Elder Charlie Patterson is
pastor of Rayon City Church.

There's always free cheese in the
mousetrap, but you never saw a happy

mouse there.
H ook ok

The human race is divided into two
classes—those who go ahead and do
something and those who sit still and
inquire, “Why wasn’t it done the other
way?” —Oliver Wendell Holmes

THE ATONEMENT
OF CHRIST

BY

ELDER W. T. RUSSELL -

There are two chief functions of the
Priesthood of Christ, namely: Atonement
and Intercession. The one under
consideration here in our lesson today is
ATONEMENT.

Only once is the term Atonement used
in the New Testament. This is found in
Romans 5:11, “*“We also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
received the Atonement.”

According to the present meaning of
the word Atonement, this passage does not
express the sense of the original. I will try
to give an explanation for the grounds of
my reasoning: Paul uses the pronoun
“‘we’’ in reference to believers, “‘we
believers’” are represented as receivers of
the atonement, when strictly speaking; we
receive only the benefits of the atonement.
It is God who receives or accepts the
atonement. The atonement is toward the
offended (God) and on behalf of the
offender (the sinner). The original word is
“‘reconciliation’’. The word ‘‘atonement”’
is just another word that was used at the
time of our translation, butwe now employ
or use the word *‘reconciliation’’.

THE SAME SENSE EXPRESSED
BY THREE WORDS
These three words are:
ATONEMENT - EXPIATION -
RECONCILIATION. Let us back up to
the Old Testament law regarding our
(Continued on Page 3)
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The Christian Path

By H. C. Vanderpool

Every person is traveling the path of
life. There are various ways in which
people are walking. The unsaved are
walking in darkness. It is not the will of
God that they should do so. The Chris-
tian path is the greatest of all to travel.
Let us take a few steps through the pages
of Holy writ and study the path of the
Christian.

LIGHT. Jesus said he was the light of
the world. Just before he returned to
heaven, he told the disciples that they
were the light of the world. Christ not
being here in the world in person is re-
flected to the world th.l‘Olngl the people
of God. The Christian path then is a

ath of light. “But if we walk in the
right, as he is m the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin.” I John 1-7.

LOVE.. We are aware of the fact to-
day that there is hate on the left and on
the right. There is hate among groups,
races, nations, individuals and it brings
heart aches, broken homes, wrecked liv-
es and destruction. But the people of
God should manifest to each other and
the world the love that God has placed

in our hearts. Love is one of the witness-
(Continued on Page 2)
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By H.C. Vanderpool
*‘On July 3, 1778, Dutchman’s Creek
asked the deacons to raise a bounty for
their minister, Elder William Cook, by the
next meeting. In September, 1787, the Flat
Rock Church entered into an agreement to
furnish their pastor, Elder William Petty,

‘‘a great-coat
clothing,”

and other necessary
and had raised and paid the

The Death of

money by the December meeting. In

November, 1789, the church ‘‘unani-
mously agreed that each male member
should contribute something toward
paying Brother Petty’s Tax.”” The

minutes for September, 1792, provide that
each member should bring yearly into the
church *‘some such donations of corn and
wheat as they can best spare, the stocks to
be deposited in the hands of the deacons.”

*“The minutes for May, 1795, show
that ‘‘the members of the Church, taking
into consideration the travels and fatigues
of our minister, have agreed to the
following donation’’ - the amounts given
being stated in English money, pounds,
shillings and pence, which all told at the
current rate of exchange amounted to
about fifty dollars. William McBryde,
evidently a shoemaker, paid in shoes;
another paid in corn; the largest gifts in
cash, of which there were four, were for
one pound each. Later ministers were paid
less.

*“Elder William Cook, in 1807, and
Elder William Britton, in 1817, received an
annual stipend of ten or twelve dollars.
The minutes of other churches, such as
Eaton’s, show that after 1820 they paid
their pastors twenty-five to fifty dollars a
year; by serving several churches possibly
he received as much as one hundred

(Continued on page 4

The Christian Path

(Continued from Page 1)

es that we have been saved. See I John
3:14. The path of the Christian is a way
of love. “%e e therefore followers of
God, as dear czildren; and walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath giv-
en himself for us an offering and a sac-
rafice to God for a sweetsmelling sav-
iour.” Eph: 5:1-2.

SPIRIT. The unsaved of this world
are walking the path of life without the
Holy Spirit of God. Rom. 8:9b. After
the “spirit has reproved of sin and then
one has repented of sin and excerised
faith in Christ to the saving of the soul,
the spirit leads and directs those persons
as they live in this world. Another joy
then of the Christian’s path is the pos-
session of and the leadership of the
Spirit. This I say thenWalk in the Spirit
and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. Gal. 5:16.

TRUTH. Among the sins that God
hates is a lying tongue. See Prov. 6:17.
Some of us iave heard the question
many times—Why did that person want
to tell such a thing, it isn’t true. I won-
der! The people of God are to be lov-
ers of the truth and should walk in the
truth. “I have no greater joy than to
hear that my children walk in the truth.”
I John 4. :

France Will Take
Governmental Aim
Against Alcoholism

By FRANK J. PRIAL
The New York Times News Service
PARIS — Le clochard, the
drunken vagrant of the Paris
streets with his shapeless clothes,
gritty beard and bottle of cheap
wine, is a fixture in French humor.
But while the alcoholic may be a
joke in France, alcoholism is not.

IN FACT, SO serious has the
problem become that last year
President Valery Giscard d’Esta-
ing named a group of specialists to
study the problem and come up
with solutions.

Last week the government an-
nounced a 35-point, 10-year plan to
fight alcoholism. Most of its fea-
tures come from recommendations
by the committee, which was head-
ed by Dr. Jean Bernard, a cancer
specialist. Many of the programs
envisioned can be undertaken
without legislative approval.

But where legislation is con-
cerned, the powerful wine and
spirits lobby can be expected to ex-
ert enormous pressure. The lobby
has successfully fought tough anti-
alcoholism laws for a hundred
years.

In a country where drinking be-
gins literally in the cradle, the di-
mensions of the problem are vast.
Experts estimate that half of
France’s murders, a quarter of its
suicides, a third of its automobile
and motorcycle accidents and
most of its cancers of the mouth
and digestive tract are directly at-
tributable to alcohol abuse.

The authorities estimate that 2
million of France’s 50 million peo-
ple are alcoholics and 3 million
more are heavy drinkers. Almost a
third of the hospital beds are occu-
pied by people suffering from alco-
hol-induced ailments; in the psychi-
atric hospitals, the figure is 40%.
Dr. Bernard says 70,000 people die
of such ailments each year.

Wednesday

John}ennon

Wendell Zimmerman

BAPTIST
BIBLE TRIBUNE

Sometimes current events present great opportunities to restate
eternal truths. The unfortunate assassination of John Lennon is
such an event. The request made by his wife that people around
the world spend a few minutes praying for his soul demands that
the truth be presented.

Death is final. There is no change in destiny after death. Prayers
after death are powerless. The only record of what happens after
death was given to us by Jesus Christ in Luke 16. In verse 26 Jesus
told of a ‘‘great gulf fixed.” The destiny 6f a soul determined
during life cannot be changed after death.

Mr. Lennon and his wife make albums of their rock and roll
music. One such album had their nude pictures on the front.
Commenting on the matter, Mr. Lennon stated, ‘'l wanted people
to be shocked. I'm glad we did it."" You may rest assured the
shocker was shocked many times as the assassin’s bullet forced
him to leave this life and enter into eternity. The determining
factor.as to where anyone will spend eternity is his attitude toward
Jesus Christ.

One would be shocked at the sudden changes which occur after

death. To the unbeliever the shock of eternal condemnation would

be indescribable.

Wealth is changed to poverty.

Power is changed to weakness.

Crowds are changed to loneliness.

Lights are changed to darkness.

There is a time and place where all lights go out on hell’s
highway and one stands alone in the darkness.

One would also be shocked at the deceitfulness of sin. So many
things which seemed unimportant suddenly become very
important.

Mr. Lennon had once stated, ‘‘Christianity will go. It will vanish
and shrink. | needn’t argue about that: I'm right and | will be
proved right. We're more popular than Jesus now.’’

With such an attitude toward Jesus, | am sure it was shocking to
learn of His true person, the greatness of His power, and the
extent of His permanence.

Christ is all and in all on earth, in heaven. for time and eternity.
‘“‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.”’
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