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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Ps. 60:4
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WHERE THE JERICHO ROAD TURNS BY THE APOSTLES’ WELL. On its winding
descent from Jerusalem to Jericho, the road, immortalized in our Lord’s parable of the Good
Samaritan, bends sharply at the head of the barren little Valley of the Watering-Place (Wady
el-Haud) after passing Bethany. This part of the road undoubtedly follows the route of the

one so often walked by Jesus and the Disciples.

Though the well of the Apostles—pictured

above—has been so-called only since the 14th century, the name founded on the tradition that
here some of the Eleven tarried on the journey from Jerusalem to Galilee (John xxi, 1) is not
inappropriate since the Well is the only spring between this point and the Jordan Valley.

TO BE ORDAINED | 0Oud Fashioned Gospel Hour
Financial Report

CONTRIBUTIONS EXPENSES
Sept. 1980 - $1,042.60  Sept. 1980 - $1,535.00
Oct. 1980 - $1,769.59 Oct. 1980 - $1,708.86
Nov. 1980 - $1,959.94 Nov. 1980 - $1,931.29
Dec. 1980 - $1,414.00 Dec. 1980 - $2,890.11
What T.V. is costing at present,
monthly. Based on four telecasts, months

that have five Sundays the cost is more.
(Continued on page 4)

THE ATONEMENT

the full work of the ministry. He has been
called to the pastorate of Mt. Lebanon
Missionary Baptist Church, Alvaton,Ky.,
in southern Warren County. He began his
work with the church there January 4,
1981.

Sister churches of the Enon, Siloam
and Wiseman Baptist Associations, and
also Lula, Greenfield and Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist Churches have been
invited to assist in the ordination service.

Bro. Neal Forshee
There is to be an ordination service at
New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church,
1088 Old Dickerson Pike, Goodlettsville,
Tenn. on Sunday, March 29, 1981. The
service is to begin at 2:00 P.M.
Bro. Neal Forshee is to be ordained to

OF CHRIST

BY

ELDER W. T. RUSSELL

(Continued from February issue)
WAS THE ATONEMENT NECESSARY?

On this question I am not to be
understood as intimating that God was
under obligation to provide an atonement,
or that there was an absolute necessity for
Adam’s race to be saved. There was a
perfect exemption from obligation on the
part of God, as is seen in the fact that
GRACE reigned in providing the atoning
sacrifice. The necessity of salvation was
not absolute; for men, like fallen angels,
might have been left to the consequences

of their rebellion. Had they been so left,
(Continued on Page 3)
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MISSION PLANNED

Two ministers in the Indianapolisarea
are planning a new mission about 15 miles
west of Indianapolis in the near future.
Some of the BANNER readers may have
friends or relatives who would be
interested in the work. If so, please contact
one of the ministers to be in charge of the
work. They are: Bro. Steve Perrigo, 1372
Buchanan, Plainsfield, IN 46168, Phone:
(317) 839-0623; Bro. Wayne Shoulders,
Indian Head Lake, Danville; IN 46122,
Phone (317) 745-2188.
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to show thyself
approved unto
God' I Ti.2:15

MINISTERIAL

By
Elder Fountain L. Ray
1907 - 1978

Elder F. L. Ray

EDITOR’S NOTE: (Elder F. L. Ray was
one of our most devoted Baptist ministers
during his ministry, in preaching, writing,
debating, Bible Teaching, etc. He passed
away on November 4, 1978. He had also
taught in each annual session of the Old
Union Baptist Ministers School, Bowling
Green, Ky., 1973 - 1978. In 1974, he wrote
three articles to the BAPTIST BANNER
on Ministerial Education. Since this month
is the time for the 9th annual session of the
Old Union Baptist Ministers School, and
since Bro. Ray loved the school and
devoted much time and effort to it, I
wanted to republish his articles (3 in 1) this
month in tribute to him).

I have just passed my tnirtysixth year in
the ministry, I am both looking backward
and foreward. I am thinking of statements
that T have heard, things that have been
been said and done through these years
many things 1 haveheard have been ol
greal help to me. Buton the other hand 1
have heard thingsthat has macde me
wonder. and sometimes 1 become dis-
turbed. What 1 would like todois to help all
I canboth the old and young preacher. We

s 2N TRy NG
shall never getl looold to learn, nor will
we learn so much that we will not need o
study.

For example | heard a preacher say who
had been in the ministry for some time
when he was presented to preach. (I have
not studied any today. I have no sermon
layed out. I want to read one verse of
Scripture, I don’t know why God put this
scripture on my mind. I am going to
preach just what he gives me to preach.
Brethren, I believe that God will help us
through his Holy Spirit, I believe he will
give wisdom of understanding, but I don’t
oelieve he will give any one a sermon or
put words in the mouth of his preachers.
The following scriptures will prove my
position without any doubt. First I know
that the following scripture is quoted by
many to prove or try to prove that we are
just ignorant men and unlearned. ‘‘Now
when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they were
unlearned and ignorant men, they mar-
velled; and they took knowledge of them,
that they had been with Jesus.) Acts:4:13

_The word (Ignorant) usually means
(without knowledge) but not in this case. It
means that they (Peter and John) were
unlettered men without a formal or
technical training in the professional
rabbinical schools of that day) The same
opinion was expressed by
concerning Jesus Christ. **And the Jews
marvelled, saying How knoweth this man
letters, having never learned?’ In other
words this stalement just means (hat
Peter and John were private persons. (Not
professional or public men).

They had been under the teaching of the
worlds greatest leacher Jesus Christ. He
said to them come follow me. ““And he said
unto them, Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men. Now let me suggest this for
your consideration. Try going fishing,
don’t make any preparation -none what
ever. Go lo the lake, take no boat, no
fishing equipment, no bail just say God
will give me what I need, you will ge the
biggest sucker caught.

Jesus had taught these men, they were
men of knowledge, wisdom, power and the
love of God for lost souls.

For what was the Bible written? Paul
said. “‘For whatsoever things were written
afore time were writlen for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of
the scripture might have hope.”

Romans 15:4

the Jews'

“Study to show thyself approved unto
God a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed rightly dividing the word of
truth.” 11 Tim. 2:15

That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.”

11 Tim. 3:16, 17

The Bible was not written for dummies,
but for people who will study its Holy
pages to learn, and be able to work in the
vineyard of the master.

In this arlicle we wish to show you the
need of an education to be able to preach
the word of God with power and in
demonstration of the Holy Spirit.

Let's take a look at the Bible. God is the
real author of this wonderful book. I found
the following in a book some time ago.

*“This book contains the mind of God, the
state of man, the way of salvation, the
doom of sinners, and the happiness of the
believer.

“It's doctrines are holy, it's precepts are
binding, it’s histories are true, and it's
decisions are imutable (unchangeable).
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and
practice it to be holy. It contains light to
direct you, food to support you, and
comfort to cheer you. It is the traveller’s
map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot's
compass, the soldier’s sword, and the
Christian's charter.

“Here paradise is restored, heaven
opened, and hell disclosed. Christ is it's
grand object, our good it’s design, and the
glory of God it’'s end. Read it slowly,
frequently, and prayerfully. Let it fill the
memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.
It is a mind of wealth, a paradise of glory,
and a river of pleasure. It is your guide in
life, will be opened in the judgment, and
remembered forever. It involves the
highest responsibility, will reward the
highest labor, and will condemn all who
trifle with it’s sacred contents.”

The Bible is the preacher’s textbook. I
believe he should study it’s holy pages, and
prayerfully meditate upon it’s deep and
wonderful truths. God being the author,
and He is the alwise and almighty supreme
being. The men who wrote the Bible were
wise men who were inspired by the Holy
Spirit to write, *We have also a more sure
word of prophecy: whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,

and the day star arise in your hearts:
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation.
For the prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”" I1
Peter 1:19-21.

I believe that every minister of God's
word should acquire all the knowledge he
possibly can, I believe he should take
advantage of every good sound Bible
school that is made available, and study
all the good helpful books that he can get
hold of.

Now, let’s notice some more of the things
that Paul tells us on this subject.

**And the things that thou hast heard of
me among many witnesses, he same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others.” II Tim. 2:2.

A number of times Paul uses the
following statement, “I would not have ye
be ignorant’'. The word “ignorant’’ means
without knowledge. Brethren, we are (o be
soul winners for Jesus. And Jesus said,
“Behold I send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves.” Mall.
10:16.

“*And they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars
forever and ever.” Dan. 12:2.

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of
life: and he that winneth souls is wise.”
Pro. 11:30.

““The greatest need of our time is for all
men of God to put on the whole armour of
God."”

. . . having done all to stand. Stand
therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breast plate
of righteousness: And your feel shod with
the PREPARATION of the gospel of
peace.”” Eph. 6:13-15.

Listen to what Paul said to the youn,
preacher. “‘These things command an
teach. Let no man despise thy youth; but
be thou an example of the believer, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit,
in faith, in purity.

Till I come give attendance (o reading,
to exhortation, to doctrine. 1 Tim. 4:11,13

All ScrHa(ure is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine.
(Teaching) for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.

Jusl suppose that no one had ever
educated themselves, if no one had ever
been able (o (ranslate the Bible from its
original Hebrew and Greek: we would not
be able to read the scriptures, beside this
men who have prepared themselves have
done many things to help the student to a
better understanding of the word of God.

Every preacher that can expond the
word of God by rightly dividing it has
somewhere, some way prepared himself
for the work that God has called him to do.

Let's take a look at our adversaries or
false teachers, they have and are today
making every effort to educate themselves
to go out and deceive the souls of mankind.
I trust that our preachers will wake up to
the sense of their responsibility and duty.
If we cope with the false doctrines of the
devil we need to know what the Bible
teaches, and the only way to know is to
study.

1 know that a person who has no
education can be saved and have a
knowledge in his own heart that he has
been saved. And I know that this is helpful
to hear some one tell their experience of
saving grace. But we are to tell people and
show people the way of salvation. ““These
men are servants of the most high God,
which show unto us the way of salvation.”
Acts 16:17

1 don’t believe that one goes to school to
make a preacher of himself, but I do
believe that when God calls a man to
preach his everlasting truth that he wants
that man to be a good soldier of Jesus
Christ. One does not fight without some
kind of armour. Is not it reasonable to
prepare for the ministry? The Lawyer,
Doctor, Business Men, Carpenter, Elec-
trician, Plumber, or whatever the oc-
cupation in life may be there must be some
preparations made to do the job.

The men of God of the older brethren,
Bro. C. B. Massey, Bro. A. J. Sloan, Bro.
N. C. Fuqua, Bro. L. A. Stewart, Bro. R. O.
Sanders and Bro. Calvin Gregory. These
men have already gone to their reward.
But these men proved to me that they had
studied the word of God. Not only did they

(Continued on Page 4)



DEEMED SUFFICIENTTO REFER TO
IT AS SATISFYING THE LAW AND
THE JUSTICE OF GOD. WHEN THIS
IS DONE, THE INTERESTS OF
TRUTH ARE NOT LIKELY TO
SUFFER.

The penalty of violated law must fall
either on the transgressor himself or on his
substitute. It must fall somewhere. If the

value of the Atonement of Christ is not that
he was divinely appointed because under
the law animals were divinely appointed
for sacrifice. The greatest proof of the
value of Christ’s atonement is His
character, which animals did not possess.
The sufferer of Calvary is the God-man,
the Christ. All the majestic glories of

(Continued on Page 4)






