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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Psalms 60:4
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THE PLEASANT
HILL STORY

By Randy Jones

Little more than ashes remained of the
Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church
building late in the afternoon of Sept. 5,
1980.

The news spread quickly. Dust boiled
from the short stretch of gravel road that
leads off Mo. 32 to the site of the old
church as car after car filled the church-
yard. Members got out of their cars, silent
in disbelief. Little wisps of smoke drifted
upward here and there from scorched
grass and leaves consumed when the fire
had spread out from the building. People
from the community and from other
churches were there, too, and they
gathered in small groups of two or three to
talk in somber tones as the sun cast its last
long shadows in the dying day.

**A lot of people were born in that
place,’” a man said. Nobody answered him
aloud, but his statement was acknow-
ledged silently in floods of memories
which engulfed those who stood in the
darkening yard.

Huge oak trees, which dominated the
grounds, were blackened and leafless from
the fire, smoke still pouring from a couple
of hollow limbs.

‘*We can build the church back, but I
hope it didn't kill those old trees,"” another
man said. **It'd take a hundred years for
trees like those to grow back.”

(Continued on Page 3)
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SCRIPTURAL
BAPTISM

By H. C. Vanderpool
**Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
(make disciples of all nations, — Org. Gr.)
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Matthew 28:19.

SUBJECT OF BAPTISM

In order to have scriptural baptism, the
first qualification is a proper subject. That
qualification is a saved person, or a **bomn-
again’’ child of God.

Please  notice that the first
responsibility of the church was to make
disciples through the preaching of the
gospel. After making *‘disciples,’” Jesus
said, baptizing *‘them.’" That is, *‘baptize
the ones who were made disciples.” There
isn’t one scripture in all the Bible that
commands an unsaved person to be bap-
tized.

Those baptized by John the Baptist
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{ Of course she thought he would only throw

*‘I once knew a boy, the son of a mini-
ster, who would gather his playfellows,
boys and girls, together in the shady nooks

of the woods and preach to them
occasionally. They called him the boy
preacher.

**One pleasant summer evening when
this * **boy preacher’ ’ was about thirteen
years old, he was holding a meeting for the
boys and girls of his neighborhood; and
after he had ended his discourse, thinking
that the meeting was not finished without
giving an opportunity * *‘for joiners to join
the Baptist Church,” ’ as he called it, he
gave the invitation as usual, when a girl
about his own age came forward, and to
carry out the fun demanded baptism.

**This was consented to by all. They
went to acreek near by and both went
down into the water. The girl, being a
Methodist, had never seen any one im-
mersed; the boy, coming from a Baptist
family, had never seen any one sprinkled.

water in her face; and the reader may imag-
ine her surprise upon being plunged to the
bottom of the water, making a complete
immersion.

**This circumstance occured a few
miles south of where the city of Ironton
now stands. The year following that boy
professed faith in Christ, then in his
fourteenth year, and four years after,
united with the Baptists and commenced
preaching. Having left that community, he
saw his candidate no more for fifteen
years. When he met her again, a widowed
mother and an humble Christian, she said
to him, * *‘I guess you haven’t forgot our
baptismal scene?”” ' * *‘No,” ’ said the
boy. * ““Well,"” * continued the lady, with
tears rolling down her cheeks, * *‘I hope
we both understand it all right now; since
that time I professed a hope, and have long
since been a Baptist right, and I'm told you
have been a Baptist minister fifteen
years.”’ ’ He answered, * “*Yes ma’am.” ’
- The Baptists of Southeast Missouri,
Tong, 1888, pp. 192-194.

Adoption
As Taught
In The

Scriptures
By Elder Landon C. Long

When we think of the word Adoption
we want to think only in terms of our rela-
tionship with God, but in the scriptures the
word Adoption has a much higher
meaning. In the great work of God's re-
demption there are many things God does
for the depraved sinner and also for his re-
deemed people.

This subject of Adoption only covers
one of the many things God does for his
people. I do not wish to take away from
such works of God as quickening, con-
victing, granting of repentance and faith,
justifying, sanctifying and glorifying his
children, but to go into detail on the work
of God when he adopts the believer in
Christ.

As we said the word Adoption has a
higher meaning than just relationship.
Every born again believer in Christ is a
child of God by that act of God and, there-
fore, belongs to Christ by birth. The new
birth has to do with the filial character or
nature of the individual, whereby God in
the new birth gives the individual a new
nature from above, enabling the individual
to obtain the divine nature of God.

The work of God in adoption has to do
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On Sunday, May
Baptist Church, Highway 240, Bowling

17, Old Union

Green, Ky. will be having all-day
Memorial Day services. Sunday School
will be at 10:00 A.M. and preaching at
11:00 A.M. by the pastor, Elder Paul W.
Bryson. The afternoon will be given to
singing. In addition to special singing,
there will be congregational singing. The
church is 186 years old, 'having been
organized in 1795. The church and pastor
welcome all who can to come.












