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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Ps.60:4
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Season’s Greetings!
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A PERSONAL  WwWHAT MUST

LETTER TO
THE LORD

Contributed By Benny Maggart

Last year | promised to give
$5 a week to help carry out your
work in the church. I felt
confident I could pay it because
it was only three per cent of my
salary, but since | have fallen
behind in my giving, I thought I
had better make an explanation
direct to You.

Shortly after I made this pro-
mise to give $5 a week, the
Christmas bills came in. 1 will
admit that 1 over-extended my-
self on Christmas gifts, but as
you no doubt have heard, nice
presents are expensive in this
time of inflation. I did intend to
put in a little extra, but after
buying for all on my list, I just
could not afford it.

After Christmas, I had to get

(Continued on Page 3)

I DO?

By
Arvella Stapleton
Toledo, Ohio

Part 2

Many years have passed now
since I met the Lord and was
saved in 1953. Words are not
sufficient to tell the blessings re-
ceived since that wonderful
day. He has been with me in
sickness and health, through joy
and sorrow, but most of all He
lives in my heart and gives me
peace. Thank God for the
church I attended as a child, for
the pastor, the dedicated tea-
chers, deacons and members
who carried out their labors of
love by telling the story of Jesus
to all who would listen.

These people loved the Lord
and also loved sinners enough

(Continued on Page 4)

HELP
NEEDED

Elder Vernon Roark was
ordained by Old Union Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, KY,
and sent out into the ministry.
He accepted the pastorate of
Hauser Baptist Church near
Coos Bay, Oregon. Bro. Roark
has had difficulty in full em-
ployment due to the lumber and
building industry decline. The
church is small.

Sister Roark was recently
hospitalized with expenses aris-
ing to over $500.00 per day.
This has placed a very heavy
burden upon this brother and
his family. Any church or
individual would be supporting
a good cause to send a contribu-
tion to Bro. Roark at this critical
time in his ministry. Send dona-
tions to: Elder Vernon Roark,
310 Driftwood Inn Rd., North
Bend. OR 97459.

MISSIONARY REPORT
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Revival Reports

Bethel Missionary Baptist
Church, Toledo, Ohio. One
saved and one addition to the
church. Pastor Charles Staple-
ton was assisted by Elder

Bobby Gann.
Enon Chapel Missionary
Baptist Church, Hartsville,

Tenn. One saved and one addi-
tion to the church. Pastor
Bobby Gann was assisted by
Elder Doug Curtis.

Liberty Missionary Baptist
Church, Indianapolis, Ind. Two
professions of faith with two
additions to the church. Pastor
Carlos Gammon was assisted
by Elder Thomas Carter.
During this meeting, Bro. Barry
Meadow, Age 15, acknow-
ledged his call to the ministry.
He preached his first sermon at
his home church on Oct. 18. His
subject: The Rich Man and
Lazarus.

True Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Springfield,
Missouri. Three saved with
three additions to the church.
Pastor Joe Sprague was assist-
ed by Elder Doyle Mayfield.

(Continued on Page 4)

JAPAN

Hiroshima Nishi, P. O. Box 62
Hiroshima 733, Japan
October 29, 1981

Dear Elder H. C. Vanderpool:

We really appreciate you for
sending us the Banner every
month by air mail, by which we
learn many things educational
not only to us but also to many
others in this land. We have re-
ceived letters from readers of
your paper telling us they look
forward to read my report to the
paper. They encourage me to
do, inspite of knowing my poor
English expressions. Most of
all, I know, it is all up to your
favor.

My family and I are fine and
are doing fine for the Lord and
people day after day, for which
we are thankful. We are just in
good health condition. Even
though we have many days be-
fore cold winter season comes,
it is getting chillier day by day.
We have served the Lord also in
hot summer days without
having any rest day holding
Vacation Bible School, Bible
Camp in Oshima Island of the
Hiroshima Bay, and some Bible
classes in private house at
places except our regular
services. We had been a plenty

(Continued on Page 2)
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ELDER LANDON C. LONG-

TO BEGIN
EVANGELISTIC WORK
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Virgin Birth
Of Christ

By H. C. Vanderpool
True Baptists have, and still
believe and teach the Virgin
birth of Christ. About 700 B.C.
Isaiah wrote, ‘‘Therefore the
Lord himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin shall con-

(Continued on Page 2)

1502 Calvert Court W.

Gallatin, Tenn. 37066
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ:

I have recently acknow-
ledged to my home church a
heavy burden from the Lord to
enter into local and national
evangelistic work. Several
months ago the Lord burdened
my heart for our country
(America) and | have prayed

(Continued on Page 4)
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Virgin Birth
(Continued from Page 1)
ceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.”

Isaiah 7:14.

An angel of the Lord spoke to
Joseph seven hundred years
later concerning his taking the
virgin Mary for his wife, *‘Now
all this was done, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken of
the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth son,
and they shall call his name Em-
manuel, which being interpret-
ed is, God with us.”” Matthew
1:22-23.

Jesus had no earthly father.
Had he been begotten and born
according to the nature of the
human family, he could not
have been our Saviour. Our
faith in him would have been in
vain and we would be ahopeless
race. no records of the exact date of

Mary was found with child by Jesus’ birth. Some deny it being
the Holy Spirit, Matthew 1:18- in the winter since the
20. Without the virgin birth shepherds were out watching
there could be no plan of re- over their sheep. I have been in
demption. The would be no the Holy Land in December,
other to save us, Acts 4:11-12. and have seen the shepherds out

As far as is known, there are
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BOOKS

You are invited to write to
the address below, or call the
listed number, to receive a nice
brochure with over 150 books
listed. Many of these are
reprints of old books that have
been out of print for a long time.
Write and ask for the brochure
of their books. (615) 452-7027

Write To:
CHURCH HISTORY
RESEARCH AND
ARCHIVES
220 Graystone Drive
Gallatin, TN 37066
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BETHLEHEM

Bethlehem, just off the main road six kilometres south of Jeru-
salem, has somehow managed to retain its quaint dignity, de-
spite the perennial onslaught of tourists seeking some of the
best Holyland bargains, Mother-of-Pearl and olivewood work

being the local specialities.

Here the countryside is neatly terraced into graceful steps lead-
ing down eastward to the Judean Desert, and is carpeted with
fruit-bearing olive trees. It is no wonder that Bethlehem’s name
is synonymous with prosperity in both Hebrew and Arabic
(house of bread and house of meat respectively).

Just as the local population has been sustained throughout
time by Bethlehem’s agricultural productivity, so have the
people of Israel and Christianity been nurtured by the events

which occurred here.

Bethlehem is first mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 35, 19:
_So Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to Ephrath (that
is, Bethlehem), and Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave; it is

the pillar of Rachel’s tomb.

It was while gleaning barley in the fields of Bethlehem that
Ruth found favor in the eyes of Boaz and was blessed by the
Lord for her virtue. She was to become grandmother to the

pride of Israel — King David.

Fourteen generations elapsed between David and the deporta-
tion to Babylon, and between the deportation to the birth of
Jesus (Matthew 1:17). In a humble stable in Bethlehem, the
drama of Jesus’ mission to mankind began.

And it came to pass that when they were there, her days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her new born son and wrapped him up in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger. (Luke 2.)

with their flocks and the
weather between 70° and 80°
temperature. However, the
Bible teaches us he was born
and we know by the Spirit,
Romans 8:16, that he lives in
our hearts.

His birth was according to
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prophecy, Galatians 4:4 and
Revelations 13:8. At this
Christmas season when many
people disrespect Christ with
their thoughts, action and gifts,
let us prayerfully and humbly
keep Christ in Christmas and
(Continued on Page 3)

REPORT
FROM JAPAN

(Continued from Page 1)

of busy in carrying the gospel
out in this pagan land, for which
we are happy and thankful. We
thank the Lord for having good
Baptists behind us when we
carry the words of God in this
land of Japan.

The attendance to our
services has been in low condi-
tion for past two months,
September and October. School
have held their events on
Sundays, even though they hold
class six days a week. Social
events on Sundays. Employees
were obliged to work on
Sundays. This is a country
where people care Lord’s day
as nothing. Satan uses these
kinds of social system to
destroy what we have built up
and to draw people’s attention
from the great salvation of the
Lord Jesus Christ. This is one of
our sufferings we have in this
mission field. However, we
have victory over them one by
one by the Lord’s help and by
the faith in the Lord. We are
getting better attendance.

Two Sundays ago we had four
new children to our Sunday
School, and a man by name
Nakamoto, age 25, to our adult
meeting. A mother of two
children came to see me asking
me if her children could come to
us. Last week we had three new
students. Four weeks ago a high
school boy by name Toshikazu
Itsuguma came to see me with a
lot of general questions on
Christianity from Iwakuni by
train. I understood him honest
and sincere. I broke four hours,
1 till 5 o’clock, to teach him on
that Wednesday afternoon. I
made all his questions his own
matter not of general questions.
He had to face himself. He had
to think of eternity. The follow-
ing Sunday I was glad to see him
in our services. Since then he is
coming. I have much joy to
teach him personally for a few
hours in every Sunday after-
noon on sin, repentance of sin
and trusting the Lord Jesus who
died on the cross of Calvary as
his own Saviour and Lord. He is
coming to the truth. I would like
for you to pray for this boy as
well as for other people. You
see people are coming to know
what we are doing by the work
we have done for years in sea-
sons and out of seasons.

The other night I had a phone
call from Mrs. Hamanaka, who
with her two daughters had
come to us since April, apolo-
gizing their absence from our
worship for a month, and asking
me a question on what was the
difference between Peter and
Judus Iscariot. Tbe question it-

(Continued on Page 3)



Arevivalis to begin at Becker
Drive  Missionary  Baptist
Church, just off Preston St. on
Becker Drive in Louisville, Ky.
on December 7. Services are to
be at 7:30 nightly with the Sun-
day evening services at 6:00
P.M. Pastor Curtis Davis is to
be assisted by Elder Charles
Patterson of Lafayette, Tenn.
Everyone is invited.

Liv. valvin 1 vigy
Bro. :and Sis. Dean Hauskins ....osvvsiesminsvsisiorssrsiassissas 100.00
Bro. and Sis. Wm. H. Lyles...
Bro. and Sis. Robert Jackson ............cvuense
Bethel Baptist Church (Or.) :c...izoeesso0eresnss
Hauser Baptist CHurcB (OF . Jo... . oo osvivissssissns

Total
My most humble thanks to everyone who has helped us in so
many ways. May God’s richest blessings be yours.
Your Brother In Christ,
Vernon Roark
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July-Eld. & Mrs. Walter V. De-
weese, Franklin, Ky., 50.00;
East Side Baptist, Franklin,
Ky. 200.00; Mt. Tabor Baptist,
Pleasant Shade, Tenn. 122.32;
North Carthage Baptist, Car-
thage, Tenn. 203.83; Plunketts
Creek Baptist, Carthage, Tenn.
351.39; Faith Baptist, Nash-
ville, Tenn. 61.46; Beckwith

Tenn. The special group who
will be singing are the Deacons
Quartet of Scottsville, Ky., The
Pleasant Hill Quartet of Sumner
County, Tenn. and the Spiritual
Crusaders of Lafayette, Tenn.
Services are to begin at 7:00
P.M. Elder Jimmy Suttle is
pastor of the church. Everyone
is invited to dttend.






