Fountain Run, Ky.

The first thing most of us
will think of when speaking of
grace is the grace of God by
which we are saved. ‘“‘For by
grace are ye saved through faith
and that not of ourselves: it is
the gift of God:"* Eph. 2:8 “‘For

the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all
men. Teach us that denying un-
godliness and worldly lust, we
should live soberly, righteously
and godly, in this present
world:” Tit. 2:11, 12

God is the one who bestows
grace, upon man, through his
love and mercy. Man receives
this grace without having
earned or merited it in any way.
To extend grace is to bestow an
unmerited favor. Although man
does not merit grace he can
receive it only when humble.
*‘Wherefore he saith God resist-

(Continued on Page 2)

BTERTHLTE
ORDINATION

On Saturday, February 6,

there is to be an all-day
ordination service held at
Hauser Missionary Baptist

Church, North Bend, Oregon.
Services are to begin at 10:00
A.M. Bro. Larry Ross is to be
ordained as a deacon.
Missionary Baptist Churches of
“like faith and order” are
invited. Elder Vernon Roark is
pastor of the church.

1. This is a true saying, If a man desire the
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.
2. A bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
3. Not given to wine, no striker, not
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous;
4. One that ruleth well his own house,
having his children in subjection with all
gravity;
5. (For if a man know not how to rule his
own house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?)
6. Not a novice, lest being lifted up with
pride he fall into the condemnation of the
devil.
7. Moreover he must have a good report of
them which are without; lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil.
INTRODUCTION
We all realize there are qualifications

that one must meet to become a church
member. Within the church body men are
called out to carry the gospel. These men
must meet certain standards, laid down by
the Bible, to be ordained and set apart for
the full service of this special work. We will

study these qualifications and
expound on as many as possible.

try to

When Christ went back to heaven, He
left His church in the hands of His people.
Since Christ was the ‘Shepherd of His
sheep’, there must be someone left in charge
to take care of the work in His absence.
Overseers were chosen to do this work.
They are known as ‘Undershepherds’
because they receive their call from God to
carry on the work.

The early overseers in the church were
known as Bishops. This is the reason that
Paul uses the term in today's lesson. Since
then there have been other titles used such
as Elders. This is the term used today for our
ordained ministers. None of these titles
indicate the special office of the Apostles of
the first church. The Apostles had special
gifts which the ordained officers do not
have.

IMPORTANCE OF THE OFFICE

We realize the importance of the office

of Pastor when we stop to realize all of the
(Continued on page 3)
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COLORADO
CHURCH
WANTS
TAPES

January 5, 1982
Dear Bro. In Christ:
We would like to place this
article in the Baptist Banner.
Colorado Baptist Church:
Due to us being so far from our
churches, we have not been
able to hear very many of our
Elders preach. We will be lis-
tening to tapes in our Wednes-
day night Services, and would
appreciate very much if our
ministers would send as many
tapes of sermons as possible.

MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

440 WEST MAIN

GALLATIN, TENN. 37066
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NEWS FROM OREGON

January 1, 1982

Thank you

Yours in Christ,

Colorado Missionary Baptist
Church

c/o Doreen Brown, Clerk

1516 S. Helena Circle

Aurora, CO 80012
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Of all that thou shalt give
me I will surely give the tenth
unto thee. Godl s Gen. 28:22

Spiritual
Econom

Stuny

The annual Bible Study at
West End Missionary Baptist
Church, 440 West Main St.,
Gallatin, Tenn. is to begin on
Tuesday night, February 9. The
study will be conducted each
Tuesday and Thursday night for
a few weeks. Each service is to
begin at 7:00 P.M.

Elder W. T. Russell is to be
the teacher. Elder William E.
Massey is the pastor. Everyone
who can, is invited to attend
these studies.

Dear Brethren:

As I send to you this report and my most humble thanks, my
heart is overflowing with both sorrow and joy. Sorrow and grief fill
my heart because I have been a tremendous burden to those whom I
love, joy because you have exhibited true Christian love in the way
you took my financial burden upon yourselves and shared my
spiritual burdens with your prayers. The apostle Paul spoke of
learning how to suffer need, and also how to rejoice in time of
plenty. We have also learned this, and much, much more, but most
of all we have learned to love the Lord more, and to trust everything
to his Divine Providence.

There are so many things I would desire to write to thank you,
but due to the lack of space and not wanting to hinder this paper in
its work of spreading the gospel truth. I submit this report, and pray
to Almighty God, that it will abound to His Glory, and blessings on
your behalf. (Continued on Page 3)












