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For the past 16 years, this paper has been an instrument for the cause of Christ, an ensign of our
Missionary Baptist people throughout the United States and in some foreign countries. It has been a
banner to all who would read it of the faith and practice of true Missionary Baptist people. At present the
circulation of the BAPTIST BANNER is in 26 states plus the foreign countries to which it is sent.

The subscription rate has only been increased ONCE in these 16 years. Labor, materials, printing
and postage have increased over, and over and over again. Postage alone was at the beginning about
$6.00 per month. Now it is close to $90.00 per month. This is an increase of 1,500% in postage in 16 years.

PLEASE READ THE ARTICLE AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE!

No charges are made for any announcements, advertising, church news, etc. ALL THIS IS WITH-
OUT CHARGE. The only support is from subscriptions. Some times there have been donations from
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schools or individuals. An increase in subscription rates has to be made.
NEW RATES
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In bundles to churches $3.00 per copy per year.
100 copies or over sent to one address $2.00 per copy per year.

Pastor F. R. Bingham

We are told in II Timothy, chapter 3,
that in the last days people would have
the form of Godliness, but not the power
thereof. To me, there is no question but
that we are living in the last days of
this present age. There are so many
things happening that indicate this to
me.

So, in these last days, we see that we
have come upon the time when churches
have lost their POWER; and churches as
a whole have lost their POWER, because
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individual members have lost their per-
sonal spiritual power. The great majority
of churches today do not have the Power
to pray and receive spectacular answers
to their prayers. They do not have the
power to break down the stubborn will
of sinners, and win them to Christ and
Salvation. They do not even have the
power to get sinners to come to church,
though sinners are not commanded to
come to church, yet we know that it is
best if we can get them to be at church,

under the influence of a powerful Gos-
pel service. And churches do not have
the power to influence even professed
Christians to forsake worldly things,
and live a dedicated life for Christ.

The REASON? Too many church mem-
bers, while having a form of Godliness,
are guilty of the things cataloged in II
Timothy 3:2-4. Too many church mem-
bers are conformed to the world, in-
stead of being transformed from the
world.
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SINGING

On Saturday night, March
20, there is to be a benefit sing-

Surprise Postage Jump Hits Baptist Newspapers

‘By NORMAN JAMESON and LARRY CHESSER
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ing at Cedar Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, Woods Ferry
Rd., Gallatin, Tenn. It is two
miles south from the Court-
house in Gallatin. The featured
singers will be The Gospel
Crusaders from Lafayette,
Tenn. and the Deacons Quartet
from Scottsville, Ky.

The money is to purchase
additional equipment for the
Old Fashion Gospel Hour Tele-
cast, so money given for
television time can be used for
that purpose. Several additional
stations from California to New
York are being added reaching
hundreds of thousands of more
homes. Everyone who can, is
invited to attend the singing.
The church and Pastor Jimmy
Suttle extend a warm welcome.
(See announcement on page 4 of
Maple Grove Church's TV
help).
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4 Nashville, Tenn. (BP)-After fighting and apparent-
¥ ly winning a continued subsidy for second class non-
x profit mailers this summer, Baptist editors learned
in late December the subsidy will end Jan. 10.

The immediate effect for Baptist state
4 newspapers and similar mailers is an increase in
4 postage costs of at least 100 percent and up to 150
<4 percent, depending on volume and weight of the
¥ newspaper.

“‘Congress lied to us,” said Lynn Clayton, editor
of the Louisiana Baptist Message, who is faced with
an immediate annual increase in postage costs of

x
x
X
3 $126,000.
X
X
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‘‘At a time when the federal government is asking
charitable organizations to pick up more of the load
for the needy of society, they cripple our com-
munications that is essential to doing what they’'ve

4 askedustodo.”

4« Inmeeting President Reagan’s demand for an ad-
4 ditional across-the-board reduction in domestic
t spending, Congress slashed nearly $4 billion from

of the Baptist Press
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the 1982 budget when it passed a stop-gap funding
bill in mid-December to keep the government runn-
ing through March 31. The bill provided $82 miuion:
less funding for the subsidy which provides x
preferential rates for non-profit, second class 4
mailers than was authorized by Congress when it 4
set federal spending ceilings during the first round ¥
of budget cuts last summer. x
Had Congress appropriated the full $696 million :
authorized for this postal subsidy, second-class, *
non-profit mailers would have continued to move 4
gradually toward paying their full mailing costs. ¥

Last June, they reached step 10 of a 16 year phasing ¥

process started by Congress in 1970.

But as directed by the stop-gap funding bill, the
postal service adjusted all preferred-rate
categories, except second-class-within county and

fourth-class library will be adjusted tostep 13.
Via Baptist Trumpet

Elder Oakley Cook

The Bible is the only source
of all Christian truth; the only
rule for the Christian life; the
only book that unfolds to us the
realities of eternity. There is no
book like the Bible for excellent
wisdom and use.

There never was in any age
of the world, a religion or law
that does so highly exalt the
public good as the reading of the
scriptures. Follow its teachings
as an exit to eternal life. It is a
window in this life by which we
look into eternity.

The Bible is a light of my
understanding, the joy of my
heart, the fulness of my hope,
the counselor of my sorrows,
the guide of my soul through
this sinful world. It is the tele-
scope through which we view
the glories of a far distant world.

The question is often
asked, How do we know the
Bible to be true? Bad men or
deviis could not have written it,

& for it condemns them and their
+x evil
x angels could have written it,

x
fourth-class library rates, to step 16, or full-phased 4 WOy Sty “Wosl) Suwe Smce

rates, effective Jan. 10. Second class-in-county and ¥ ° e .
4 it must have been written by

4« God Himself, as the scriptures

& teach.
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deeds. Good men nor

guilty of falsehood. Therefore,

(Continued on Page 4)












