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By Bill Clark

RNS—Christians are familiar
with the Gospel story of how the
12-year-old Jesus astonished
the sages with His great intel-
ligence.

He astonished not just any
sages, mind you, but the great
doctors of the temple of Jeru-
salem. Understanding some-
thing about the scholars and the
temple is very important to
understanding this passage of

Scripture.

The Gospel makes an essen-
tial point in stressing that Jesus
had separated Himself from His
family, causing them great
anxiety, just so He could busy
Himself with His Father’s af-
fairs. He caused such concern
because the sages and the tem-
ple were unique. There were no
equals—not home in Nazareth,

(Continued on Page 3)

SALVATION

By Bro. Leon Sherron
Oak Grove, Tennessee

(Editor’s Note: This is Part 2 of
this article which will be con-
tinued next month.)

I'll relate my personal ex-
perience of God saving my soul
on the night of Dec. 15, 1980 ina
neighbor family’s house at
Angeltown, Tenn., a wide spot
in the road, when I was praying
to be saved. The grandest hap-
pening of my life is positively
plain and real to me and al-
though not miraculous out-
wardly, the feeling in my heart
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SETHECCEROTHITETES

REPORT
FROM JAPAN

We are sending you our
warmest Christian greetings in
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ from Hiroshima, Japan.

We hope you had a merry
Christmas and a happy New
Year, and we do hope you and
your people have many bless-
ings from the Lord throughout

this year.

Last Christmas season we
received greeting cards from
England, Indonesia, Korea, and

U.S.A., for which we were
thankful. We received many
cards, pictures, letters, dona-
tions, boxes of gift, cassette-
tapes on church history by
Elder H. C. Vanderpool, book-

(Continued on Page 5)

MARCH, 1983

HE HATH DONE
ALL THINGS WELL

By J. H. Smith

‘““AND WERE BEYOND MEASURE ASTONISHED, SAYING,
HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL: HE MAKETH BOTH
THE DEAF TO HEAR, AND THE DUMB TO SPEAK.”

The above words were
spoken by those who witnessed
one of the Lord’s great mira-
cles, which He had performed
on a man who was deaf and
dumb, in a place called Decap-
olis. The people who saw this
great wonder were beyond
measure astonished, and rightly
50, for the great works of Jesus
Christ were beyond human
comprehension and descrip-
tion; and whether or not they
were in sympathy with Jesus
and His work, their conclusion
was absolutely correct, when
they said, ‘‘He hath done all
things well.””

What was said about Jesus in
our text is something that can-
not be said, truthfully, about
any other man that ever lived.
The Bible tells us about good
men, and as we would describe,
great men, but they made mis-
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Mark 7:37

takes, the very best of them did.
They did many things well, and
God approved of those things,
and He also disapproved of
what they did wrong. Cain was
angry because God didn’t ac-
cept his offering but accepted

(Continued on Page 6)

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?

You may have already no-
ticed that the BANNER is twice
as large as usual. Due to several
timely articles, I decided to
publish an 8-page issue this
month. After we finished copy
for this issue, we still had anum-
ber of articles we didn’t have
space for. This is regreted and
those of you whose articles we
received late and couldn’t get
into this month’s issue, please
understand, and we’ll get them
in the April issue.

In June, the BANNER will
begin its 18th year of publica-
tion without missing a single
month. We have considered
going to either a 6-page or 8-
page publication. Much of this
depends upon our readers in 26
states and some foreign coun-
tries. If YOU or YOUR

CHURCH would like to see this

paper enlarged to carry addi-
tional departments of news,
history, music schools, reli-
gious articles, general infor-
mation, etc., your calls or let-
ters would be appreciated. This
would help us to decide just
what to do. If you think we
should keep it the present size,
tell us. Also let us know if you
are in favor of the larger edition.
The BANNER is operated as
Non-Profit and was established
as an instrument to be used for
the advancement of God’s
cause through Missionary Bap-
tist Churches. It has carried the
BANNER for True Missionary
Baptists for these many years!
Should we remain the same
size, or should we enlarge?
WHAT'S YOUR OPINION?
- Editor

























