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GREETINGS

FROM JAPAN

Dear Elder H. C. Vanderpool and Readers,

We send you our Christian
greetings in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ from Japan
remembering all of you in pray-
ers.

Suppose your small children
were about to have a picnic
lunch on nice-looking rocks on
the seashore on a beautiful day
from school, and in a few min-
utes after the earthquake oc-
curred, they saw mountain-like
high tidal waves coming toward
them so rapidly from outer
ocean that they had no time to
escape. The awful water took
them away to somewhere with
other people. cars, houses, and
everything. Water went great
back and you could watch the
sea-bed with no water for half a
mile distance from the shore.
Sea water came back to the
shore, and calmed still as if
nothing happened. This hap-
pened some time ago in Akita,
northern part of Japan. We
think of the day and time when

Jesus comes back, of the right
and the wicked, of the saved
and the unsaved, of the eternal
security for the saved and eter-
nal punishment for the lost. We
praise the Lord for His won-
derful salvation. That is why
you and we are missionary Bap-
tists to preach the gospel to the
world.

My family and I are fine and
are doing fine day after day for
the glory of God, for which we
are thankful. Right now we are
in the rainy season, yet we don't
have rain often. We have dry
and nice weather now.

A 26-year-old man, Masao
Katayama, who has come to our
services from last Fall, got
saved recently and we were
happy overafact that a precious
soul got saved. which was more
than anything. We would like
for you to know you have a part
in his conversion. However, he
was sent to the mental hospital.

(Continued on Page 5)

ORDINATION
AT SYCAMORE

There is to be an ordination
service on Saturday, August 13,
1983, at Sycamore Valley Mis-
sionary Church, Macon Coun-
ty. Tenn. Services are to begin
at 1:00 P.M. Bro. Jerry Shrum is
to be ordained to the full work of
the gospel ministry. He has
been called to the pastorate of
Madison Missionary Baptist
Church, 214 Maple St.. Madi-
son, Tenn. Churches of the
Wiseman and Siloam Mission-
ary Baptist Associations have
been invited to assist in the
ordination.
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PASTORAL CALLS

Rocky Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, Rutledge Lane,
Lebanon, Tenn. has called
Elder Vernon Roark to her pas-
torate. He began his work with
the church on Sunday, June 26.

Elder Berlon Roy has been
called to the pastorate of Liber-
ty Missionary Baptist Church,
Maco Dr., Barberton, Ohio.

Parkwood Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 244 Ewing Lane.
Nashville, Tenn. recently
called Elder Thomas Armstrong
as pastor.

Bethel Missionary Baptist
Church, 222 E. Epler Ave..
Indianapolis, Ind. called Elder
Eugene Brown to her pastorate.
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LETTER
FROM
INDIANA

Dear Bro. Vanderpool:

I would like to express my
appreciation for the Baptist
Banner. [ enjoy reading the var-
ious Bible subjects by you. and
other able brethren who have
knowledge and wisdom from
God. Also, enjoy the articles on
the Bible Land. We considered
it a real privilege to have been
with the tour in the fall of 1977,
it has opened up many scrip-
tures to us, and we apply it in
our preaching.

I would appreciate you an-
nouncing a revival that we have

(Continued on Page 5)

CUMBERLAND
VALLEY
SCHOOL OF
GOSPEL MUSIC

The First Annual Session of

the Cumberland Valley School
of Gospel Music was conducted
June 20 - July 1, at Cumberland
College. Lebanon, Tennessee.
Classes were held both day and
night. Areas of special interest
were taught including music
theory. harmony, sight reading,
ear training, conducting, song
writing and teacher training.

Private lessons we also
taught.
Over 500 attended final

(Continued on Page 8)
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Information
Wanted

We have a request for infor-
mation concerning an old fash-
ion Missionary Baptist Church
that might be located some 25
miles south of Birmingham,
Alabama around the city of
Montevallo. The one looking
for such church is Sister Pris-
cilla Threadgill, 208 Connie St.,
Montevallo, AL 35115. We re-
ceived a letter from her sister
asking for the information. Any-
one who might have the infor-
mation being asked for can
either contact Sister Threadgill,
or her sister, Mrs. Kay Luns-
ford, 204 Kennett Rd., Old
Hickory, TN 37138, or call her:
(615)847-5570. Any information
on this matter would be appre-
ciated.
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If [ could goback and undo

Some wrongs lve done along the way,
And krow that wounds that Ihave caused

lWere healed of all the scars today.
/f steps lve caused someone to take

By thoughtless ways in which lve trod
Have led lo'a confused estate,

Instead of simple trust in God.
/f someone else still wanders on

Who /o/lowea’ my unsteady track.
LZnd lost his way [jor lack of light

Because my lantern globe was black.
/f 1 could gather up and bird

The wasted years that [ have spent,
LA2nd treat them as theyd never beer

Today [d be much more corternt.
Ln pardoned from my undone past—

pBui euen]sr; the %uri is df:;,

Tor oul there somewhere in the dark ,

A soul is lost I might have won.

AUGUST, 1983

NOW IS THE TIME
TO PRAY. NOW IS THE
TIME TO SEEK THE
LORD.

‘““The unregenerate
person lives in sin, and
loves it.

The regenerate person

& occasionally lapses into
sin, but loathes it.”

“Lord, lay some soul
up my heart
And love that soul
through me.
And may I gladly do
my part
To win that soul for
Thee.”

“If you find life empty,
try putting something in-
toit."

THE BIBLE TEACHES
US TO PRAY...for one
another...without ceas-
ing...earnestly...in
private.. .honest-
ly...within the Lord’s
will...for our daily
needs...with praise to
God...for government of -
ficials...for those who
are preachers of the
word...with thanksgiv-
ing.

Those who pray well
live well.

Those who pray
together stay together.

Those who pray will

practice.
Those who pray
receive.
-G.W.Fox
A child may not inherit
his parents’ talents, but
he will absorb their
values.

Whatever you write on
the heart of a child-

A story of gladness
or care,

That heaven has bless-
ed or that earth has
defiled

“Twill linger
changingly there.
--Anonymous

un-
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JUSTIFICATION BY
FAITH IN CHRIST

By J. H. Smith

Justification is a legal term, whether
we are thinking in terms of civil law, or
Divine Law; and as we view this subject,
we are reminded of several factors, such as:
l. law, of course; 2. penalty for its violation;
3. violators, or transgressors; 4. judgment,
or condemnation; 5. release, or acquital,
from the penalty. May I state just here,
however, that justification in a Bible sense
has a broader meaning than merely being
released, or acquitted from penalty for one’s
past sins; because this would only take
care of his sins, past, and up to the time of
his acquittal, and wouldn't provide for his
future sins; but in God's gracious plan He

has fixed it so that man’s past sins can be
wiped out, and there is provision made for
his future sins, so that no charge can ever
be brought against him. ““Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is
God who justifieth.”” **Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us.”” Romans 8:33-34. Note the following
points:

FIRST, MAN'S NEED FOR JUSTIFI-
CATION. The Scriptures reveal that man is
a guilty, condemned sinner, and subject
to the wrath of a holy and righteous God,
whose Law he has broken and left without
an excuse. The Law in which some people
seek to be justified are condemned by it
instead, for the Scriptures declare: ‘‘Now
we know that whatsoever the Law saith, it
saith to them who are under the Law; that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God.”
“*Therefore by the deeds of the Law shall
no flesh be justified in His sight; for by the
Law is the knowledge of sin.”” Romans
3:19-20.

condemnation of the Law which he has
violated.

Furthermore: **Bythe Law is the know-
ledge of sin’’. One of the purposes of the
Law is to show, and to prove, to men that
they are sinners, to show that they have
fallen short of that which the Law demands.

not be justified, because he just can’t
measure up to such a holy standard, **For
all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God.”” Romans 3:23. This includes both
Jew and Gentile. Paul argues; and he was a
Jew, ‘*Are we better than they? No, in no
wise: for we have before proved both Jews
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
.As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one:'’ Romans 3:9-10.

Some men argue that there is some
good in everybody, and what we have to do
is educate them and bring out the good that
is in them; and in this way we can make
good men and a good society; but to prove
the fallacy of such an argument, all you have
to do is read and study Romans 3:9-18; and
of course there are many other Scriptures
but this would suffice. There is no right-
eousness in man that God will accept. as
we note in the following Scripture: ““But
we are all as an unclean thing, and all cur
righteousness are as filthy rags: and we all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us away.’’ Isaiah 64:6.
So man must have a righteousness other
§ than his own to ever stand before God in
peace.

SECONDLY, THE BASIS OF JUSTI-
FICATION. After Paul said, **For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God:"’
he said this: “*Being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in

Christ Jesus; Romans 3:23-24. Notice that
he said that being justified by grace is
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus. Without the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus there would be no grace, no
Jjustification, and no declared righteousness
for the sinner. Jesus paid the price on the
cross for the sinner, and this is what redemp-
tion is all about: it is buying back by a ran-
som price of those in slavery, and this is just
what our Lord did in His sacrificial death,
“*Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.”” I Timothy 2:5.

God has set forth, or foreordained, that
His Son should be the propitiation for our
sins, in order for us to have His declared
righteousness. Our sins were charged to
His account, and He voluntarily paid the
price; He settled the old account that was
against us, this satisfied justice, and God

Note: *‘That every mouth may be [ can and does justify sinners and still be just
stopped”” Man has nothing to offer in de- fto His Law. “Whom God hath set forth
fence, no excuse, nothing to say; he is guilty f to be a propitiation through faith in His
with nothing to say to free himself from the | blood. to declare His righteousness for the

Therefore by the deeds of the Law man can I

remission of sins that are past, through the
forebearance of God; To declare, | say,
at this time His righteousness: that He might
be just, and the justifier of him which be-
lieveth in Jesus.”” Romans 3:25-26.

THIRDLY, HOW JUSTIFIED. In
God’s gracious plan to set sinners free, and
count them righteous, excludes all boasting
on the part of the freed captive. Paul asked
this question, ‘‘Where is boasting then?
It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay,
but by the law of faith.”” **Therefore, we
conclude that a man is justified by faith
without the deeds of the Law.”” Romans
3:27-28. Note: 1. That man is justified by
faith, 2. without the deeds of the Law. Faith
excludes works, and of course the Law is
doing something, it is deeds, or works. A
man who is trying tobe justified by law, he is
working at the job. And if he could get the
job done, he would have a right to boast,
because he would have earned something;
and if God were to set him free from penalty
on the basis of what the man had done, God
would be paying a debt. If not, why not?

Men now, and in ages past, have been
justified by faith, without the deeds of the
Law. Abraham was a good man, if there
ever was one, but he could not glory before
God for the works which he did; “‘For if
Abraham were justified by works, he hath
whereof to glory. but not before God.”
**For what saith the Scriptures? Abraham
believed God. and it was counted unto him
for righteousness.’’ Romans 4:2-3.

We learn here that one’s faith is count-
ed for righteousness; it is not to him that
worketh, for his works don’t count; but
God does look at his faith, and He counts
that for righteousness. ‘‘Now to him that
worketh is the reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt.” **But to him that work-
eth not, but believeth on Him that justifieth
the ungodly. his faith is counted for right-
eousness.”” Romans 4:4-5 If our works
were to be counted in this in anyway, as far

f as our justification is concerned, even after

we are forgiven and released from the
penalty, we could still be charged and con-
demned for our sins afterward. But Paul
goes back to the Old Testament, to one of
the Psalms, to prove that a man who is once
forgiven will never be charged and con-
demned again, ‘‘Saying, Blessed are they
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered.” *'Blessed is the man
to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”
Psalms 32:1-2. Yes, of course a man will sin
after he has been forgiven, because his life
will not be perfect. all his works will not
be good, but his sins will not be charged to
him. Our sins are covered by the blood of
Christ, and that takes care of all of our sins,
past and future, and when we sin in the

flesh after conversion, we will be chastised
(Continued on Page 6)
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OLD UNION BAPTIST MINISTERS SCHOOL

The 11th annual session of the Old Union Baptist Ministers
School was held at Old Union Missionary Baptist Church, Matlock
Rd.. Bowling Green, Ky. on March 23, 24, 25, 1983. There were 89
ministers attending from California, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky,
Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee and West Virginia.

Those attending were: Brad Adams, Tim Binion, Jeffery M.
Brown, Eugene Brown, Bobby Butts, D. C. Barton, Dexter Bacon,
Ophie Carr, Willard Carr, Harold Carver, Daniel Chandler, Rufus
Chandler, Paul Cofer, Del Compton, Ronald Cook. Morris
Cothron, Jerry Crain, Richard Crain, Don Curtis, Doug Curtis,
Kenneth Davis, Hilman Duncan, Gary Duncan, Danny Edwards,
Jeff Elliott.

Steve Franklin, Roger Fowler, Ronnie Galloway, Bobby
Gann, Bill Green, Garry Green, A. G. Gregory, Darrell Hicks,
William House, C. B. Huddleston, Ricky Huff, Rex Hunt, Doug
Kearby, C. W. Kesner, Terry Lyles, Landon Long, Don Mc-
Donald, Benny Maggart, Kenneth Massey, W. E. Massey, Jerry
Miller, Floyd Mince, Billy Moran, Joe Morgan.

Terry Nicodemus, W. R. Overton, Kent Parsons, Charles
Patterson, Calvin Perrigo, Elmer Perrigo, Steve Perrigo, Bob Pitt,
Donald Joe Porter, Eugene Porter, Pete Porter, Jerry Reynolds,
Kent Richter, Vernon Roark, W. T. Russell, C. L. Russell. Leon
Sherron, James L. Shoulders, William Shoulders, Henry Smith,
Homer Smith, Levy Smith, Ken Stapleton, D. W. Story, James
Suttle, Ray Sutton.

Howard Taylor, Grover Thompson, H. C. Vanderpool, Don
Watts, Keith Watts, Leon White. Ron Whiteside, Jackie Wilburn,
Jay Wilburn, Kenneth Woodall, H. E. Woodard, Glen Webster.
Nathan York.

Teachers during the session were Elders Billy Moran, Calvin
Perrigo. Jerry Reynolds, Henry Smith, Howard Taylor and H. C.
Vanderpool. A good session was enjoyed by all in attendance.
Lunch was served each day at noon in the Neel Masonic Lodge
Hall near the church. Elder Paul W. Bryson is the pastor of the
church. Several pastors’ wives attended a study for them. Photo
and report on page 7.
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Those who “cook up” é “The BIBLE is like a ¢
stories usually find ¢ compass--it always ¢
themselves in ‘het @  points the believer inthe ¢
wafer”, ¢ rightdirection.” L



May:

New Friendship Baptist, Russell Springs. KY
Mt. Calvary Baptist, Nashville. TN

McFerrin Baptist, Nashville, TN

June:
McFerrin Baptist, Nashville, TN

We really appreciate your co-
operation with us when we
carry the gospel of the Lord
here in this land of paganism.
We will keep praying for all of
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Total $638.26

....................... 120.92

you. We would like for you to
pray for us.
May God richly bless you,
Yours truly,
Koji Tajima
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Our Business

Dear Bro. Vanderpool:

I really enjoy the new format
of your paper. The articles are
really great and I enjoy the let-
ters from the readers.

Your Sister in Christ,
L.ou Ann Green
Toledo, Ohio

[ —p—a—p——— —— ——— ]

You cannot repent too
soon, because you do not
know how soon it may be
too late.

g R













