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MEETING HELD TO
DISCUSS BAPTIST WORK

On Monday night, December 12, 1983, a meeting was held in
Gallatin, TN for discussion of Missionary Baptist Churches pur-
chasing property to be used as a permanent Baptist school, TV stu-
dios for the Old Fashion Gospel Hour Telecast and other meetings
that our churches might wish to participate in, including a library.

There were 56 Baptist pastors, missionaries, deacons and lay-
members in attendance.

[t was suggested that those present return to their churches and
discuss the matter with the churches and meet again to get a better
understanding of the desires and wishes of our people.

An invitation was extended by Long View Missionary Baptist
Church, Spencer and Elleta St., in Gallatin to meet with them.
There was a unanimous vote to accept the invitation. The meeting
is to be Monday night, February 6, 1984 at 7 P.M. All pastors, mis-
sionaries and laymembers of all our Missionary Baptist Churches
everywhere ARE INVITED to attend that meeting.

tance in any of these endea-
vors, Works of Charity, Asso-
ciations, Church Organizations,
Missions, Mission Reports,

ATTENTION!

The BAPTIST BANNER
wishes to be helpful in any of

various work endeavors of our
Missionary Baptist Churches.
That is, if you have reports, an-
nouncements, articlesor any in-
formation or news items

concerning Revivals, Debates,
Singings, Ordinations, Special
Meetings. Singing Schools, An-
nouncements for help, or assis-

Sunday School, Bible Studies,
Ministers Schools or Meetings,
T V Work, Radio Programs,
etc. YOU ARE INVITED to
send them to the BANNER for
publication. They should arrive
in the BANNER mailbox by the
10th of the month preceding
publication. - Editor

MINISTERIAL
SUPPORT

By
Elder Jerry A. Reynolds
Davisville, W. VA,

PART 11 - HISTORICAL
We have given already the
expressed opinion in favor of
ministerial support of the Lon-
don area Baptists in the 1600's
and the Philadelphia area Bap-
tists of the 1700's. For further
emphasis we continue the quo-
(Continued on Page 2)

THE
PRECIOUSNESS
OF GOD’S WORD

By J. H. Smith
Nashville, Tennessee

**And the Word of the Lord was
precious in those days: there
was no open vision.”’
I Samuel 3:1
We take things for granted
until they become a rarity, or
when they are taken from us. At
the time that God raised up
Samuel the Word of God was a
rarity, but what was heard was
precious. The Word of the Lord

is always, and always has been
what we need, but the sad thing
is that we don’t regard it as
such. What we have, and the
way we regard it is quite dif-
(Continued on Page 3)

Second-Class Postage Paid At Goodlettsville. TN 37072

ADDRESS LABEL

BAPTIST BANNER
P.O. Box 1001
Goodlettsville, TN 137072

THE HOLY LAND
PILGRIMAGE

PART TWO

By Harold Carver
Buena Vista, Tennessee
Reporting For Bus Number Two

(NOTE: Our 1983 Bible Lands Tour group of 93 travelled on two busses. I’'m
reporting for Bus One and Bro. Carver is reporting for Bus Two. This report is
continued from last month. —Editor)

Friday, October 28, 1983

The dawn of a new day revealed the beautiful landscapes of
Tiberias and surrounding mountains which seem to flow into the
Sea of Galilee. A breath-taking experience in which one’s mind
leaps backwards nearly two thousand years and fills with imagi-
nation as to how it must have been when our Saviour walked these
same misty shores. After breakfast at the hotel Group Two joined
with Group One at the water’s edge to begin our cruise across the

Sea of Galilee.
(Continued on Page 5)



Imogene Butler, Sec.-Treas.
Jeff Denton, Art Consultant
Donna Graves, Circulation
(LI ITTITTITY)
POSTMASTER:
Send Form 3579 To:
P. O. Box 1001
Goodlettsville, TN 37072
[ITITITTYTTY

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

In bundles to churches:
$3.00 per copy per year.
100 or more copies to
one Address
$2.00 per copy per year

BAPTIST BANNER
P. O. Box 1001
Goodlettsville, TN 37072

Bible
Stuny

A Bible Study is to begin on
Tuesday night, February 14, at
West End Missionary Baptist
Church, 440 W. Main Street,
Gallatin, TN. The studies will
be held each Tuesday and
Thursday night at 7:00 P.M.

Elder W. T. Russell will be
the teacher and Paul’s writing to
the Corinthians will be studied.
Elder William E. Massey is the
pastor. Everyone is invited to
attend.

tomatoes. olives, onions, jelly, jam, butter, variety of cheese,
pickles, raw lox, boiled eggs. coffee, etc. There were other items in
addition to these. You can see that all these made breakfast an
important part of the day. g

After a time of fellowship and the usual morning rush in pre-
paration for the day’s journey, we began to load onto our busses.
Both busses travelled down the winding streets to the western
shore of the Sea of Galilee. A large, double-deck boat awaited us for
an exciting and Spirit-filled trip across the Sea. During this great
experience, all on both busses were privileged to be together for
this trip and share together our worship service on the boat. After
we were all on the boat our guide spent some time explaining to us
the Biblical and historical background of this body of water that has
been spoken of and written about for many centuries.

When we reached the center of the Sea the guide turned the
microphone and time over to us for our service. There were 14 Bap-
tist ministers in this group, and from time to time, different ones of
them took part in the various services that we had. Here on the Sea
of Galilee we had some wonderful Spiritual singing. Scriptures
which spoke of the Sea, and some of the Lord’s ministry in this
area, were read. Prayer was offered midst sounds of spiritual
weeping, joy and God’s presence! AMEN! As I sit here preparing
this report, I rejoice in my heart over this experience. The Lord
willing, I plan to return to the Promised Land with all its Spiritual
blessings along with friends, loved ones and others later this year.

After our time of service and fellowship our guides returned to
their very devoted tasks of instructing us and we soon anchored at
Capernaum. This was the center of Jesus’ ministry (Matthew 4:13,
Mark 2:1). Among the ruins of Capernaum is an ancient synagogue.
We all enjoyed being here and absorbing the feelings of antiquity
and Biblical data which many of us had read or had been taught
from childhood by our Sunday School teachers, preachers and at
our parents’ knees. It was in this city that Jesus called Matthew
from collecting taxes to follow Him as a disciple (Mark 2:14,
Matthew 9:9).

After leaving Capernaum we travelled westwardly around and
across the hills and then to the city of Cana of Galilee where Jesus
performed His first miracle (John 2:1-11). After some sightseeing
and photography, we went on to Nazareth. It was here Jesus spent
His boyhood days. After visiting Mary's Well and touring the city,
we went to Megiddo where we viewed the excavations and the
tunnel. We learned much about this crossroads of the Middle East
and the importance it played in many battles of Bible days and wars
since. The eyes of the world are on this area of the earth. They have
been through all centuries and shall be until the Lord comes at the
end of time.

(Continued on Page 7)

tality towards others; and this is
required by the law of nature,
and by the express order of our
Lord Jesus, who hath ordained
that they that preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel.”

Through the course of his-
tory we find the Baptist minis-
try usually recommending sup-
port of the ministry, at least offi-
cially, followed by a general
reluctance on the part of the
churches to do so. It seems that
occasionally a few influential
ministers would take a decided
stand against ministerial sup-
port. This influence, perhaps
because it seemed to justify
natural covetness, was readily
absorbed by the people. The
elders of previous centuries
were bold, however, to empha-
size the subject in terms and
actions recommended which
would seem excessive to most
of our people today.

"'The Dover Association of
Virginia, at its meeting in 1790
‘answered in the negative® the
question: ‘Is a minister in duty
bound to serve a church who do
not support him?" ' (Baptist
Church Perpetutity. by W, A,
Jarrell, page 423, quoting R. B,
Semple’s Virginia Baptist His-
tory, page 94).

**The Ketocton Association
of Virginia, at its meeting in
1791, had before it the ques-
tion ‘as to the propriety of a
church’s requiring of each of
her members to contribute to
the expenses of the church
according to their property,’ in
answer to which, ‘the associa-
tion determined that a regula-
tion of that kind in a church was

(Continued on Page 4)





















