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MEETING HELD TO
DISCUSS BAPTIST WORK

On Monday night, December 12, 1983, a meeting was held in
Gallatin, TN for discussion of Missionary Baptist Churches pur-
chasing property to be used as a permanent Baptist school, TV stu-
dios for the Old Fashion Gospel Hour Telecast and other meetings
that our churches might wish to participate in, including a library.

There were 56 Baptist pastors, missionaries, deacons and lay-
members in attendance.

[t was suggested that those present return to their churches and
discuss the matter with the churches and meet again to get a better
understanding of the desires and wishes of our people.

An invitation was extended by Long View Missionary Baptist
Church, Spencer and Elleta St., in Gallatin to meet with them.
There was a unanimous vote to accept the invitation. The meeting
is to be Monday night, February 6, 1984 at 7 P.M. All pastors, mis-
sionaries and laymembers of all our Missionary Baptist Churches
everywhere ARE INVITED to attend that meeting.

tance in any of these endea-
vors, Works of Charity, Asso-
ciations, Church Organizations,
Missions, Mission Reports,

ATTENTION!

The BAPTIST BANNER
wishes to be helpful in any of

various work endeavors of our
Missionary Baptist Churches.
That is, if you have reports, an-
nouncements, articlesor any in-
formation or news items

concerning Revivals, Debates,
Singings, Ordinations, Special
Meetings. Singing Schools, An-
nouncements for help, or assis-

Sunday School, Bible Studies,
Ministers Schools or Meetings,
T V Work, Radio Programs,
etc. YOU ARE INVITED to
send them to the BANNER for
publication. They should arrive
in the BANNER mailbox by the
10th of the month preceding
publication. - Editor

MINISTERIAL
SUPPORT

By
Elder Jerry A. Reynolds
Davisville, W. VA,

PART 11 - HISTORICAL
We have given already the
expressed opinion in favor of
ministerial support of the Lon-
don area Baptists in the 1600's
and the Philadelphia area Bap-
tists of the 1700's. For further
emphasis we continue the quo-
(Continued on Page 2)

THE
PRECIOUSNESS
OF GOD’S WORD

By J. H. Smith
Nashville, Tennessee

**And the Word of the Lord was
precious in those days: there
was no open vision.”’
I Samuel 3:1
We take things for granted
until they become a rarity, or
when they are taken from us. At
the time that God raised up
Samuel the Word of God was a
rarity, but what was heard was
precious. The Word of the Lord

is always, and always has been
what we need, but the sad thing
is that we don’t regard it as
such. What we have, and the
way we regard it is quite dif-
(Continued on Page 3)
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THE HOLY LAND
PILGRIMAGE

PART TWO

By Harold Carver
Buena Vista, Tennessee
Reporting For Bus Number Two

(NOTE: Our 1983 Bible Lands Tour group of 93 travelled on two busses. I’'m
reporting for Bus One and Bro. Carver is reporting for Bus Two. This report is
continued from last month. —Editor)

Friday, October 28, 1983

The dawn of a new day revealed the beautiful landscapes of
Tiberias and surrounding mountains which seem to flow into the
Sea of Galilee. A breath-taking experience in which one’s mind
leaps backwards nearly two thousand years and fills with imagi-
nation as to how it must have been when our Saviour walked these
same misty shores. After breakfast at the hotel Group Two joined
with Group One at the water’s edge to begin our cruise across the

Sea of Galilee.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Bible
Stuny

A Bible Study is to begin on
Tuesday night, February 14, at
West End Missionary Baptist
Church, 440 W. Main Street,
Gallatin, TN. The studies will
be held each Tuesday and
Thursday night at 7:00 P.M.

Elder W. T. Russell will be
the teacher and Paul’s writing to
the Corinthians will be studied.
Elder William E. Massey is the
pastor. Everyone is invited to
attend.

BIBLE LANDS TOUR
PART TWO
By
H. C. Vanderpool
Reporting for Bus Number One

(NOTE: This report is continued from last month. Our 1983 Tour group of 93
travelled in two busses. I am reporting for Bus Number One and Elder Harold
Carver, one of the co-hosts, is reporting for Bus Number Two. See his article in
this issue. Last month both of us reported on October 25, 26, 27. The report
begins this month with October 28. —Editor)

Friday, October 28, 1983

This morning we began the fourth day of our Bible Lands Tour.
We had spent the night in Tiberias at Ginton Hotel (The Washing-
ton). Our two bus loads were gathered into the dining room of the
hotel for our breakfast. While most mornings we were served Con-
tinental breakfast, on this morning we had buffet style. A few items
we might mention included hard rolls, bread, variety of juice,
tomatoes. olives, onions, jelly, jam, butter, variety of cheese,
pickles. raw lox, boiled eggs, coffee, etc. There were other items in
addition to these. You can see that all these made breakfast an
important part of the day. g

After a time of fellowship and the usual morning rush in pre-
paration for the day’s journey, we began to load onto our busses.
Both busses travelled down the winding streets to the western
shore of the Sea of Galilee. A large, double-deck boat awaited us for
an exciting and Spirit-filled trip across the Sea. During this great
experience, all on both busses were privileged to be together for
this trip and share together our worship service on the boat. After
we were all on the boat our guide spent some time explaining to us
the Biblical and historical background of this body of water that has
been spoken of and written about for many centuries.

When we reached the center of the Sea the guide turned the
microphone and time over to us for our service. There were 14 Bap-
tist ministers in this group, and from time to time, different ones of
them took part in the various services that we had. Here on the Sea
of Galilee we had some wonderful Spiritual singing. Scriptures
which spoke of the Sea, and some of the Lord’s ministry in this
area, were read. Prayer was offered midst sounds of spiritual
weeping, joy and God’s presence! AMEN! As I sit here preparing
this report, I rejoice in my heart over this experience. The Lord
willing, I plan to return to the Promised Land with all its Spiritual
blessings along with friends, loved ones and others later this year.

After our time of service and fellowship our guides returned to
their very devoted tasks of instructing us and we soon anchored at
Capernaum. This was the center of Jesus’ ministry (Matthew 4:13,
Mark 2:1). Among the ruins of Capernaum is an ancient synagogue.
We all enjoyed being here and absorbing the feelings of antiquity
and Biblical data which many of us had read or had been taught
from childhood by our Sunday School teachers, preachers and at
our parents’ knees. It was in this city that Jesus called Matthew
from collecting taxes to follow Him as a disciple (Mark 2:14,
Matthew 9:9).

After leaving Capernaum we travelled westwardly around and
across the hills and then to the city of Cana of Galilee where Jesus
performed His first miracle (John 2:1-11). After some sightseeing
and photography, we went on to Nazareth. It was here Jesus spent
His boyhood days. After visiting Mary's Well and touring the city,
we went to Megiddo where we viewed the excavations and the
tunnel. We learned much about this crossroads of the Middle East
and the importance it played in many battles of Bible days and wars
since. The eyes of the world are on this area of the earth. They have
been through all centuries and shall be until the Lord comes at the
end of time.

(Continued on Page 7)

MINISTERIAL
SUPPORT

(Continued from Page 1)
tation of the Article from the
Philadelphia Confession which
R. S. Duncan cut short in the
Missouri  Baptist  History.
Where they said of the churches
that they should to the minis-
ters ‘‘communicate to them of
all their good things according
to their ability’" they continued
**so as they may have a com-
fortable supply, without being
themselves entangled in secu-
lar affairs; and may also be
capable of exercising hospi-
tality towards others; and this is
required by the law of nature,
and by the express order of our
Lord Jesus, who hath ordained
that they that preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel.”

Through the course of his-
tory we find the Baptist minis-
try usually recommending sup-
port of the ministry, at least offi-
cially, followed by a general
reluctance on the part of the
churches to do so. It seems that
occasionally a few influential
ministers would take a decided
stand against ministerial sup-
port. This influence, perhaps
because it seemed to justify
natural covetness, was readily
absorbed by the people. The
elders of previous centuries
were bold, however, to empha-
size the subject in terms and
actions recommended which
would seem excessive to most
of our people today.

**The Dover Association of
Virginia, at its meeting in 1790
‘answered in the negative’ the
question: ‘Is a minister in duty
bound to serve a church who do
not support him?" ' (Baptist
Church Perpetutity. by W, A,
Jarrell, page 423, quoting R. B.
Semple’s Virginia Baptist His-
tory, page 94).

**The Ketocton Association
of Virginia, at its meeting in
1791, had before it the ques-
tion ‘as to the propriety of a
church’s requiring of each of
her members to contribute to
the expenses of the church
according to their property,’ in
answer to which, ‘the associa-
tion determined that a regula-
tion of that kind in a church was

(Continued on Page 4)
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GOD’S WORD

(Continued from Page 1)
ferent. God has given His Word and we have it translated in our
own tongue, and it is a prized possession; but how many Christian
people cherish this wonderful book, the Holy Bible?

Israel had gone through the period of the Judges when Samuel
came on the scene, and the people were in and out during that
period of the Judges, most of the time they were out. They would
turn away from following God’s order, and trouble would come;
they would get into a distressing situation, and they would cry out
to God. and He would deliver. It wouldn’t be long until they had
fallen into rebellion against God's order again, and God would let
the enemy come and triumph over them. They would call upon Him
for help, and a gracious and merciful God would deliver them from
trouble again; and so it went until the Word of God was seldom
heard. There is a limit to the good patience of our loving, heavenly
Father. I guess all of our people have a Bible in their home; but just
having a Bible and not studying that Bible won’t give you much
knowledge of what God has to say. The Word is precious, and the
results we get from it are also precious. Why?

GOD GAVE THE WORD

““The Lord gave the Word; great was the company of those that
published it.”* Psalm 68:11. He didn’t give the Word all at once, but
over a long period of time, about sixteen hundred years, and
through a goodly number of writers. “*God, who at sundry times
and in diverse manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the
prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son,”’
Hebrews 1:1,2. In many portions, bit by bit, and in different ways,
God spoke to the fathers through the prophets, hath in these last
days, or this dispensation, spoken unto us by His Son, Jesus Christ.
Whatever the way, whenever the time, or through whomsoever
God has given His Word, it is His Holy Word, and we must regard it
as such.

God is the author of the Holy Scriptures, though He used men
to do the writing. They were inspired, and word for word, they
wrote the mind of God. These men were just human beings, and
from different walks of life, with different backgrounds, and of
different personalities: but God had control of their mind and
guided their hands as they penned down the wonderful Words of the
Almighty. And in His precious Word He tells us what we are: how
we got here; what our responsibilities are while we are here; and
where we are going when we leave this world. We get this infor-
mation from this book we call the Bible. It is the Word of God, and it
is precious!

HIS WORD IS LIVING AND POWERFUL
“*For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than a
two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12

The word, quick, in this verse means, living; and it is a sharp
instrument, and so powerful that it pierces into man’s innermost
being. When those Jews on the Day of Pentecost heard the Word
preached by Peter, they were pricked in their hearts (Acts 2:37).
The Word gets down to where sin issues from, the heart, and it
causes even strong men to tremble under conviction of sin. The
above verse in Hebrews says that the Word is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. All have sinned, as the Bible says,
but all men don’t realize what a terrible thing sin is until the Word
discerns for them, and lets them know that they have sinned against
God. Sinners must get conviction before there can be any new
birth. So this conviction can’t be stressed too much.

THE WORD IS THE INCORRUPTIBLE SEED
**Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible, by
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.”’ I Peter 1:23

(Continued on Page 4)

REPORT FROM DENVER

Dear Bro. Vanderpool:

Will try to get our report to you and also some pictures. Due to
the weather and being short on money, it has slowed us down.
However, we have been getting some very good offerings from our
own people. So, we are still moving forward.

We have some fine people that are very faithful to attend to
work on our building and have our Wednesday night services in
their homes and support the church every way they can that are not
members of the church. We are very thankful for them.

We have bought black felt for the roof, and we did get our water
meter and put a line to the building. We didn't have to have our
building ready to use, just to have it up and covered. We will have to
pay a minimum water bill until we are ready to use the water. We
pay $376.11 monthly payments on our land and $140.00 monthly
rent on the building we use for Sunday services. We have the
Wednesday night meetings in the homes.

The churches, brothers and sisters sending love offerings this
month are:

Mt. Juliet M. Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet, TN ........... $ 50.00
Mike and Susan Collins, Bowling Green, KY ............ 100,00
Southside M. Baptist Church, Indianapolis, IN ...........50.00
Pleasant Hill M. Baptist Church, TN .. .....convnnnsnsis 200.00
Joseph and Dorothy Dillman, Conowingo, MD ........... 15.00

TOTAL $415.00

We thank everyone very much. Pray for us that we will use the
Lord’s money wisely and carefully and give Him the honor and
glory. We thank you for your help and interest in the Lord's work
here.

Yours in Christ,
Colorado Missionary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 31864

Aurora, CO 80041
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lawful, and that persons that
would not submit to it deserved
exclusion from the privileges of
the church...” ™" (Jarrell. page
425, quoting Mercer's Georgia
Baptist History, page 132).

Many Baptists today would
be outraged at the thought: of
excluding a person from fellow-
ship for not contributing what
they are able. **What would be
the charge.” they will ask. At
this  association (Kehukee
Association of North Carolina)
in 1787 the question was asked:
*What measures shall a dea-
con take who sees the necessity
of the minister's support and his
conscience bids him do his
duty, in consequence of which
he frequently excites the breth-
ren to their duty; yet, after all,
to his daily grief, he finds they
neglect their duty?' To this
question the association an-
swered: ‘It is our opinion that it
is the member's duty volun-
tarily to contribute to their
minister’s support, and if the
deacon discovers any remiss in
their duty, that he shall cite him
to the church; and if the church
shall find him negligent in his
duty. we give it as our advice,
that the church should deal with
him for covetness.’ ™" (Jarrell,
page 426, quoting Burkitt's and
Read's History of the Kehukee
Association, page 94).

So here we have our charge
for exclusion, and if it be sus-
tained, a more than adequate
one for demanding exclusion
(see Ephesians 5:5).

Lack of ministerial support is
not a new problem. It is per-
haps a reflection of the most
human of human nature among
Christian people. We find op-
ponents of this doctrine in the
first churches on this continent
among the preachers in the
Rhode Island Colony. It seems
that this tradition, however,
erroneous, of self-supporting
preachers also existed among
early English Baptists. Then, as
often now, the expressed
reason for denying the minis-
try financial support was large-
ly reactionary. It was an ex-
cessive reaction to the actions
of false ministers in false

BAPTIST BANNER

churches.

David Benedict, the renown-
ed historian, himself a New
England native, writing in his
last days in Chapter 15 of Fifty
Years Among the Baptists.
published 1860, writes of the
Baptists, *...as a general thing,
I am sorry to say, they have
been deficient in system, and
still more in the liberality of
their doings in favor of their
spiritual guides. In a few of our
churches the pastors had an
adequate support...But in old
times, and in succeeding ones, a
very large proportion of our
ministers in the whole country,
and especially in the more
newly-settled and remote
regions, have been obliged to
look out for themselves, having
had but a scanty assistance from
the people they served...”
(page 194).

Benedict writes that in times
past “‘the subscription system
was generally adopted wher-
ever any systematic efforts
were made in the business of
ministerial support™’ (page 197).
The deacons or other members
appointed for this purpose were
required to go about and take
pledges of the members for the
pastor’s support. The excuses
given then were basically the
same as those yet heard for

withholding due  benefice.
Benedict's attitude was
common with other Bible

preaching Baptist ministers of
his day as he wrote, “*To the
discredit of some of our old
churches, men of ample means.
who manifested such a penur-
ious withholding disposition,
and who employed such offen-
sive language when called upon
to perform a plain and bounden
duty, were too often retained in
their fellowship™' (page 199).
We conclude from this review
of history that this scriptural
doctrine and practice has been
infrequently taught in our
churches and rarely practiced
to the shame of our faces. the
displeasure of the Almighty
God. and the loss of many souls.

(Continued next month)
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(Continued from Page 3)

What we have inherited from our parents is corruptible, and
must go down in corruption but that which is born of God will see no
corruption, as the next verse in Peter shows us: “*For all flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man is as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.’’ The next verse
says: “‘But the word of the Lord endureth forever.”” It is true that
the Word of God reproves of sin and makes the sinner feel miser-
able, but he that repents of sin has a glorious result from the Word:
sorrow turns into peace and joy.

THE WORD IMPARTS KNOWLEDGE
**The entrance of thy Words giveth light: it giveth understanding
unto the simple.” Psalm 119-130

If we want light and understanding about God, and about His
will we can get this knowledge from His Scriptures. He has given to
us what He wants us to know: He is not going to give us another
revelation. So we have to study what He has given us, and as we
study, we can always find out something that we didn’'t know
before.

As we seek for knowledge in the Word of God we must depend
on the Spirit for He, the Spirit, knows everything in the Word:
because He is the One who inspired men to speak and write. See 11
Peter 1:21. Every individual should study the Word himself, or
herself, and seek the aid of the Holy Spirit to help in understanding
of that Word. Too many people just listen to what somebody else
says about the Bible, and go right along and swallow it hook, line,
and sinker. The preacher is supposed to know something of what
the Bible teaches, and he may endeavor to tell the truth and nothing
but the truth, but he is not inspired like those who wrote the Scrip-
tures. So we had better study for ourselves in our private life; study
prayerfully, seeking Divine guidance, and in so doing we can be in a
better position to support the preacher as he expounds the Word of
God. We can know something of where the preacher is going,
maybe see his point before he reaches his final point. And you might
be able, as you follow, to think of another verse that would be in
support of his position: and you could say, Amen, and know that he
is telling the truth.

THE WORD SANCTIFIES

One of the things that Jesus prayed for in behalf of the Disciples
in chapter 17 of John is this: “*Sanctify them through Thy Truth;
Thy Word is Truth.”” The word sanctify means to set apart, and this
is what the Truth can do for us, and will do for us if we receive it and
apply it to life. It shows us what we should do, and what we should
not do; thus we are set apart from evil and for the service of God.
The Lord wants us apart from the world, and it displeases Him
when He sees His children engaging in sinful pleasures. It appears
that this whole nation is pleasure mad. I guess we are beginning to
see what Sodom and Gomorrah was like; and we should know what
happened to Sodom and Gomorrah, if we have studied the Bible
just a little bit.

[KEEEEE S S EE.

THE WORD EXPOSES SIN

Men are full of pride and don’t want their sins exposed. They
would like to go on sinning, because man loves sin and doesn’t want
somebody to tell him about it. Men sin and try to cover up their evil
deeds, tell lies about what they have done. sin more to try to con-
ceal what they have already done. But God has a way of brining sin
to our attention, as God, through Moses, said to Israel. **And be
sure your sins will find you out™ (Numbers 32:23). We may hide our
sins from men, but, *‘The eyes of the Lord are in every place,
beholding the evil and the good.”” Proverbs 15:3.

Some sinner or a backsliding Christian goes to church, and he
feels pretty comfortable about himself. And he says to himself,
well, I am not any worse than others about me: but as he begins to

hear God’s Word expounded he senses that there is something
(Continued on Page 6)















