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BANNER
BEGINS
18th YEAR

With this issue the BAPTIST
BANNER begins the 18th year
of publication. You will also no-
tice the change in format.

A few months ago I asked our
readers for their opinion of en-
larging the paper. The response
was so encouraging that we felt
we should make the publication
larger. While we are using
smaller pages, we have gone
from four to eight pages which is

a compromise of the total
(Continued on Page 2)
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MASSADA
By
Sami Awwad

About 2'% miles from the
western shore of the Dead Sea,
in the wilderness of Judah,
stands the rock fortress of Mas-
sada. It is 2 mile long, 220
yards wide and rises 2,000 feet
about the level of the Dead Sea.
It is cut out of the mountain
range by deep gorges which sur-
round its base. Alexander
Jannai. the High Priest, was the
first to build a fortress on the
summit of Massada in the
middle of the second\century
B.C. In the year 40 B.C. Herod
the Great built a huge, magnifi-

(Continued on Page 7)
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AND
DEACONS

By
Don H. McDonald
Warren, Michigan

The beginning of this arti-
cle could be called the two
Scriptural officers in the Lord’s
Church. They are not essential
for its existence, but they are
necessary to its well being.

If the Church expects to
grow and prosper it must obey
the laws handed down by its
head—Christ. (Continued on Page 2)

o Second-Class Postage Paid At Goodlettsville, TN 37072

The New Testament teach-
es that the pastors and deacons
are the only two permanent of-
ficers of the Church. Paul in his

ADDRESS LABEL

P.O. Box 1001

BAPTIST BANNER
Goodlettsville, TN 370’

PLEASE READ
BOTH LETTERS

Joe Morgan
Box 244
Holland, Ky. 42153
May 3, 1983
Dear Bro. Vanderpool:

Your article in the May, 1983 issue concerning me needs some
clarification. I do not know where you received your information but
some of those conditions do not exist. We did return from mission
work in Idaho because of sickness in the family. At the present we
have all been restored back to good health through the Lord’s tender
mercies. However, your statement that ‘‘he has more financial bur-
dens that he can possibly handle,’ just does not exist. I appreciate
the concern of the party or parties that have been informing the
churches of our welfare, and I'm sure their intentions were good. But

as it stands we have all our medical expenses paid and have been
(Continued on Page 3)
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number of column inches of
publication. This will give us
increased space, allowing for
additional news, announce-
ments, information, etc.

The paper is now folded for
mailing in a different form, and
the space for the address label is
designed to comply with postal
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“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion”’
Amos 6:1
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Revival Reports

Salem Missionary Baptist
Church, Bargersville, Ind.
There were three professions of
faith with four additions to the
church. Pastor Lewis Holland
was assisted by Elder Bobby
Gann.

New Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Goodlettsville,
Tenn. One addition to the
church by baptism. Pastor H. C.
Vanderpool was assisted by
Elder Billy Moran.

Union Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Gallatin, Tenn.
One profession of faith with two
additions to the church. Pastor
Carthell Johnson was assisted
by Elder Gordon Wheeler.

FOR SALE

Bro. Sammy B. Comwell is
offering his latest compiled song
book for a special price. The
book is ‘*Songs To Remember -
Number Three’’ and the price is
$3.00 per book plus postage.
Whether you want a few books
or a large number, you can get
them NOW by contacting Bro.
Cornwell. Write to: Mr. Sammy
B. Comwell, Route |1,
Carthage, TN 37030; or call him
at: (615) 735-2090.
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Old Union Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Bowling Green,
Ky. Three professions of faith
with two additions to the
church. Pastor Paul Bryson
preached for the revival.

request. Also, with this size
folded issues, you can easily
place it into your Sunday
School Quarterly or your Bible
for convenient carrying.

The Missionary Baptist Lit-
erature Committee did not want
to increase subscription prices
at present. If any individual or
church wishes to make a
donation to help support the
increased expenses, they may
do so. It will be appreciated.
Since so many elderly people
subscribe to the BANNER, we
didn’t want to burden them with
an increased price if enough

support came in otherwise to
pay for all expenses. We will
wait on this matter for the
present.

Again, we thank ALL who
have made it possible for this
publication to continue through
the years and now begins this
18th year. THANKS TO ALL
OF YOU!

It is possible there will be
times when some writer may
give information or write on a
subject, or make a statement
which is for general informa-
tion, but does not have editorial
approval. —Editor
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call your attention to the word
of God. ‘“This is a true saying, if
a man desire the office of a
bishop, he desireth a good
work. A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one
wife, vigilant, sobor, of good
behaviour, given to hospital-
ity, apt to teach; not given to
wine, no striker, not greedy of
filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous; One that
ruleth his own house, having his
children in subjection with all
gravity, (For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church
of God?) Not a novice, lest
being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the
devil. Moreover he must have a
good report of them which are
without; lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the
devil. 1 Tim. 3:1-7.

Now then we notice that he
is referred to as an undershep-
herd. The Lord Jesus being
“The great shepherd of the
sheep’’ says to his undershep-
herd to ‘“‘Feed my sheep”,
““Feed my lambs”’. Jesus spoke
these words to the apostle Peter
after He had questioned Peter
three times ‘‘Lovest thou me™?
Jesus is plainly saying to Peter
that if you don’t love me I
cannot entrust you with my
spiritual sheep and lambs. Of
course the love of God MUST
be regarded as the supreme qua-
lification of the pastor. All other
qualifications are worthless or
of no value if love is absent.

What is the work of the
pastor? Paul says ‘‘If a man
desire the office of a bishop, he
desireth a good work.”’ Yes this

(Continued on Page 5)





















