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BANNER
BEGINS
18th YEAR

With this issue the BAPTIST
BANNER begins the 18th year
of publication. You will also no-
tice the change in format.

A few months ago I asked our
readers for their opinion of en-
larging the paper. The response
was so encouraging that we felt
we should make the publication
larger. While we are using
smaller pages, we have gone
from four to eight pages which is

a compromise of the total
(Continued on Page 2)
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MASSADA
By
Sami Awwad

About 2'% miles from the
western shore of the Dead Sea,
in the wilderness of Judah,
stands the rock fortress of Mas-
sada. It is 2 mile long, 220
yards wide and rises 2,000 feet
about the level of the Dead Sea.
It is cut out of the mountain
range by deep gorges which sur-
round its base. Alexander
Jannai. the High Priest, was the
first to build a fortress on the
summit of Massada in the
middle of the second\century
B.C. In the year 40 B.C. Herod
the Great built a huge, magnifi-

(Continued on Page 7)
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AND
DEACONS

By
Don H. McDonald
Warren, Michigan

The beginning of this arti-
cle could be called the two
Scriptural officers in the Lord’s
Church. They are not essential
for its existence, but they are
necessary to its well being.

If the Church expects to
grow and prosper it must obey
the laws handed down by its
head—Christ. (Continued on Page 2)
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The New Testament teach-
es that the pastors and deacons
are the only two permanent of-
ficers of the Church. Paul in his
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PLEASE READ
BOTH LETTERS

Joe Morgan
Box 244
Holland, Ky. 42153
May 3, 1983
Dear Bro. Vanderpool:

Your article in the May, 1983 issue concerning me needs some
clarification. I do not know where you received your information but
some of those conditions do not exist. We did return from mission
work in Idaho because of sickness in the family. At the present we
have all been restored back to good health through the Lord’s tender
mercies. However, your statement that ‘‘he has more financial bur-
dens that he can possibly handle,’ just does not exist. I appreciate
the concern of the party or parties that have been informing the
churches of our welfare, and I'm sure their intentions were good. But

as it stands we have all our medical expenses paid and have been
(Continued on Page 3)
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number of column inches of
publication. This will give us
increased space, allowing for
additional news, announce-
ments, information, etc.

The paper is now folded for
mailing in a different form, and
the space for the address label is
designed to comply with postal
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‘“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion"’

Amos 6:1
T T T e e T L L

Revival Reports

Salem Missionary Baptist
Church, Bargersville, Ind.
There were three professions of
faith with four additions to the
church. Pastor Lewis Holland
was assisted by Elder Bobby
Gann.

New Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Goodlettsville,
Tenn. One addition to the
church by baptism. Pastor H. C.
Vanderpool was assisted by
Elder Billy Moran.

Union Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Gallatin, Tenn.
One profession of faith with two
additions to the church. Pastor
Carthell Johnson was assisted
by Elder Gordon Wheeler.

FOR SALE

Bro. Sammy B. Comwell is
offering his latest compiled song
book for a special price. The
book is “*Songs To Remember -
Number Three’” and the price is
$3.00 per book plus postage.
Whether you want a few books
or a large number, you can get
them NOW by contacting Bro.
Cornwell. Write to: Mr. Sammy
B. Comwell, Route 1,
Carthage, TN 37030; or call him
at: (615) 735-2090.
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Old Union Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Bowling Green,
Ky. Three professions of faith
with two additions to the
church. Pastor Paul Bryson
preached for the revival.

request. Also, with this size
folded issues, you can easily
place it into your Sunday
School Quarterly or your Bible
for convenient carrying.

The Missionary Baptist Lit-
erature Committee did not want
to increase subscription prices
at present. If any individual or
church wishes to make a
donation to help support the
increased expenses, they may
do so. It will be appreciated.
Since so many elderly people
subscribe to the BANNER, we
didn’t want to burden them with
an increased price if enough

support came in otherwise to
pay for all expenses. We will
wait on this matter for the
present.

Again, we thank ALL who
have made it possible for this
publication to continue through
the years and now begins this
18th year. THANKS TO ALL
OF YOU!

It is possible there will be
times when some writer may
give information or write on a
subject, or make a statement
which is for general informa-
tion, but does not have editorial
approval. —Editor
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PASTOR AND DEACONS

(Continued from Page 1)
writings said, ‘*And he gave
some, apostles; and some, pro-
phets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers;
for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of
Christ. Eph. 4:11, 12. Pastors or
teachers, the same brethren,
are the permanent spiritual
officers of the Church. The
office of a deacon is permanent
and the only way he cancease to
be a deacon is if he is excluded
or by death.

We would like to discuss
these two important offices in
their proper order.

What are the qualifications
of a pastor? Well, we want to
call your attention to the word
of God. ‘“This is a true saying, if
a man desire the office of a
bishop, he desireth a good
work. A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one
wife, vigilant, sobor, of good
behaviour, given to hospital-
ity, apt to teach; not given to
wine, no striker, not greedy of
filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous; One that
ruleth his own house, having his
children in subjection with all
gravity, (For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church
of God?) Not a novice, lest
being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the
devil. Moreover he must have a
good report of them which are
without; lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the
devil. 1 Tim. 3:1-7.

Now then we notice that he
is referred to as an undershep-
herd. The Lord Jesus being
““The great shepherd of the
sheep’’ says to his undershep-
herd to ‘“‘Feed my sheep”,
““Feed my lambs”’. Jesus spoke
these words to the apostle Peter
after He had questioned Peter
three times ‘*Lovest thou me”'?
Jesus is plainly saying to Peter
that if you don’t love me I
cannot entrust you with my
spiritual sheep and lambs. Of
course the love of God MUST
be regarded as the supreme qua-
lification of the pastor. All other
qualifications are worthless or
of no value if love is absent.

What is the work of the
pastor? Paul says ‘‘If a man
desire the office of a bishop, he

desireth a good work.”’ Yes this
(Continued on Page 5)
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ALL DAY FELLOWSHIP
SERVICES
IN INDIANAPOLIS

Flder Eugene Brown

On Saturday, June 11, there
will be all day fellowship ser-
vices and sermons day at Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church, 222
Epler Ave., Indianapolis, In-
diana. The services are to begin
at 10:00 A.M.

Those preaching sermons will
be Elder Henry Smith, Elder D.
C. Barton, Elder Odus Cum-
mings and Elder M. V. Ham-
mack. There will also be a time
during the day when Bro. Ham-
mack will be recommended to
sister churches for the mission
work he is soon to be engaged in
over in Arkansas (Acts 15:40).

Lunch will be served at the
noon hour. A good day is be-
ing expected. Elder Eugene
Brown, Jr., the pastor, and the
church wish to welcome every-
one.
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GOSPEL TRUTH

HOMECOMING

On Sunday, June 12, there
will be an all day homecoming
service at Gospel Truth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 14th St.
and Stratton Ave., Nashville,
Tenn. Sunday school at 10
o'clock and preaching at 11
o'clock by the pastor Elder
Luther Tuttle. This will be one
week after the beginning of their
revival.

Lunch will be served at noon
and there will be singing in the
afternoon. Everyone is invited
to attend.

ENON CHAPEL
HOMECOMING

On Sunday, June 12, there is
to be an all day homecoming
service at Enon Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, High-
way 231 and Hartsville Pike in
Trousdale County, Tenn. Sun-
day school at 10 A.M. and
preaching at 11 A.M. by Elder
Bobby Gann, the pastor.

Lunch will be served at the
noon hour. Singing in the after-
noon by the Spiritual Cru-
saders. The revival begins that
night. The public is invited.

A mother’s patience is like a tube of toothpaste. It's never quite all

gone.

— Keene (N.H.) Shopper News
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(Continued from Page 1)

blessed financially. We are also now working steady.

We have no intentions through this letter to hinder or deprive
any church or anyone from receiving a blessing from God through
supporting the Lord’s work. The apostle Paul preached ministerial
support (II Cor. 1ff), received ministerial support (II Cor. 11:9), and
taught the churches to distribute to the necessity of the saints and to
be given to hospitality (Romans 12:13). We, therefore, do not intend
to discourage the churches in what the scriptures are so clear in
teaching. We only wish to inform you that the need does not exist. If
anyone desires to give anything unto us, it will be most gratefully
appreciated. We too can then rejoice in the Lord with you knowing
that it was a gift given “*not of necessity,”” and **God loves a cheerful
giver’’ (11 Cor. 9:7).

Thanks for all your prayers and support that we have received
from you in the past. It is because of your prayers and support that we
now can joyfully share with you God’s blessings upon our lives. May
God continue to bless each of you. Paul wrote concerning the church
at Phillippi who had been ever so faithful in supplying his need, *‘my
God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.”” So to you that have been so faithful toward us, I have
utmost confidence that my God will do the same for you. Has one of
His promises ever failed?

In Jesus’ Name
Bro. Joe Morgan

EDITOR’S REPLY
Dear Bro. Morgan and BANNER readers:

Since I felt Bro. Morgan’s letter was being published so all
BANNER readers who may have read the announcement last
month, would have the opportunity to hear him, also I should give a
reply here so both sides of this situation could be made known.

During the Old Union Baptist Ministers School at Bowling
Green, Ky. the last week in March, the announcement was made
from the pulpit about Bro. Morgan and his family’s situation con-
cerning both their health and financial needs. Before leaving the
school, I was standing, talking with someone, and a minister brother
came by and handed me a note with Bro. Morgan’s name and address
so I might use it to make the announcement to our churches. At the
time of the announcement, there were approximately 65 to 70 of our
Baptist ministers present who heard the announcement.

I have been told by some that they had sent or had taken love
offerings to this family at Holland, Ky.

During the past 17 years that I have edited this publication, I
have been called upon several times to make announcements of this
nature, and was told later that several hundred dollars, and in one
case several thousand dollars were given. Some sent *‘thank you”
notes for publication, and others we never heard from at all.

It is often very difficult for me to know when I'm doing right, or
doing wrong in these situations.

If I have offended Bro. Morgan and his family, or embarrassed
them in any way, I AM SORRY. My heart and intentions were
sincere. I made my announcement upon the basis of the information I
received, and the plea that was made.

In Christian love,
H. C. Vanderpool, Editor
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By H. C. Vanderpool

Therefore thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone,
a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not
make haste. Isaiah 28:16

INTRODUCTION
Since the beginning of time, man has

endeavored to justify himself before God.
He has desired to be something that he isn’t.
**For if a man think himself to be something,
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.”
Galatians 6:3. Paul is teaching that a person
trying to be something, or exalting himself
as being righteous before God, he is
deceiving himself.

As we studied last week, God gave a
law to Adam and Eve, with a penalty of
death should they break that law. They did
violate that law and forfeited their right to
remain in paradise. Adam and Eve, their
children, and all other generations through
the history of time, have been unable to
merit redgmption through themselves by
any works or religious activities. However,
we find in the scriptures that mankind has
tried anyway to do just what the Bible
teaches he cannot do. In order for lost
humanity then to become righteous before
God, to have his spiritual house well
founded, it took the work of God. Again,
referring to our last lesson, we can know
why God promised to provide that eternal
security for the human race.

BAPTIST BANNER

A SURE FOUNDATION IN ZION

THE WAYS OF MAN

In the first portion of today’s lesson, we
read of those who said, ‘‘we have made lies
our refuge.”” How many times have people
tried to hide their sins, cover up their
mistakes, or tried to impress someone that
they were something better than what they
were by telling lies? Offenders of the law try
to avert punishment by lying about their
crimes. So, as stated in this lesson, many
have used lies for their protection instead of
turning to God for forgiveness and having
peace, joy and happiness.

Solomon said, ““There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death.’”” Proverbs
14:12. We will be studying the 55th Chapter
of this book next month, but I wish just here
to give one verse, ‘‘Let the wicked forsake
his way, and .the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon.’’ Isaiah
55:7. Then following that statement, the
prophet makes it plain just how much
difference there is between the ways of man
and the way of God.

TWO FOUNDATIONS COMPARED

Let us listen to one of the great lessons,
taught by our Lord during his ministry on
earth. He was speaking to people whom he
said would claim in the day of judgment that
they had done many wonderful works and
had done so in his name. Jesus declared that
he would tell them at that time to depart
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from him, that he never knew them.

Then he taught them how important it
was to have a sure foundation. **Therefore
whoseover heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock: And
the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded
upon a rock. And everyone that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell: and great was the fall of it.”” Matthew
7:24-27.

Taking the above scriptures under
consideration, we can see that a foolish
person is willing to risk his eternal destiny
and spiritual house upon the sand, which
represents his own righteousness and false
religious doctrines. But the person who
searches out the truth, and builds his
spiritual house upon a sure foundation, the
Rock, the Lord calls him a wise person.

THE FOUNDATION STONE
LAID IN ZION

*“*Therefore thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone,
a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not
make haste.”

A TRIED STONE: In

(Continued on Page 6)
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NEW BETHEL

HOMECOMING

On Sunday, June 19, New
Bethel Missionary  Baptist
Church, 1080 Old Dickerson
Pike, Goodlettsville, Tenn. will
have all-day homecoming ser-
vices. There will be Sunday
school at 10:00 A.M. and
preaching at 11:00 A.M. by the
pastor Elder H. C. Vanderpool.

Lunch will be served at the
noon hour. There will be singing
in the afternoon by the Canaan-
land Quartet and also congre-
gational singing.

The church will be celebrat-
ing her 189th anniversary,
having been organized in 1794.
The church and pastor welcome
everyone for the services
throughout the day. A new
Church Directory is being pub-
lished and is expected to be re-

leased to the membership and
those attending the church at
this time. The directory will
have photos of those attending
the church, photos of a number
of events in recent years,
names, address and phone num-
bers. If a former member or
anyone else wishes to obtain a
copy, please let your request be
known to the church. The price
will be announced later. Write
to: New Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 1001,
Goodlettsville, TN 37072, or
call: (615) 859-5780.

Come and be with us on this
homecoming day. Enjoy the
worship, fellowship and all that
**Good ole country cooking.”
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Information
Wanted

We have a request for infor-
mation concerning an old fash-
ion Missionary Baptist Church
that might be located some 25
miles south of Birmingham,
Alabama around the city of
Montevallo. The one looking
for such church is Sister Pris-
cilla Threadgill, 208 Connie St.,
Montevallo, AL 35115. We re-
ceived a letter from her sister
asking for the information. Any-
one who might have the infor-
mation being asked for can
either contact Sister Threadgill,
or her sister, Mrs. Kay Luns-
ford, 204 Kennett Rd., Old
Hickory, TN 37138, or call her:
(615) 847-5570. Any information
on this matter would be appre-
ciated.

ELK CREEK

HOMECOMING

On Sunday, July 3, Elk Creek
Missionary Baptist Church,
located 7 miles north of Erin,
Tenn. on Denmark Rd. will be
having all-day services. The
revival begins one week earlier
(see revival announcements).
On this day there will be Sunday
school at 10:00 A.M. and
preaching at 11:00 A.M. by the
pastor Elder Benny Maggart.
Lunch will be served at noon
and the Wilburn Family will be
the featured singers. The public
is invited to attend.

HAGGAI 2:4

. . . and be strong, all ye
people of the land, saith the
Lord, and work: for [ am with
you, saith the Lord of hosts.




viduals is necessary to help us offset student costs. Your
financial contributions and prayers are earnestly solicited.
The CVSGM is a non-profit organization and contribu-
tions are tax deductible.

To reaquest a brochure about the school, obtain applica-
itons, further information, or make contributions, please
write: The Cumberland Valley School of Gospel Musig
Inc., in care of Key Dillard, president, Route 7 Rucker
Lane, Murfreesboro, TN 37150.

Registration is June 19, 1 - 4 p.m. MAKE YOUR
PLANS NOW TO ATTEND!

1 M. sure tnar eacn inarvidual
can relate back to the time he or
she got saved and then see how
our pastors began to teach us on
the simple things with their love
and concern for our growth in
the word and doctrine. I can
well remember that after I got
saved how my former pastors
helped me and the utmost con-
cern for me. Today, I am most
appreciative of their work and
labor of love in the word.

the performance of his duties.
Also, while the proper ex-
ercise of pastorial authority is
essential to the spiritual wel-
fare of the church, pastors
should be careful of trying to
assume powers or authority
which do not belong to them but
to the church. “*Neither as being
lords over God's heritage, but
being examples to the flock.” |

Pet. 5:3. Thev should by all
(Continued on Page 6)












