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THE TESTIMONY OF
MY SALVATION

By
Elder Koji Tajima
Hiroshima Nishi
P.O. Box 62
Hiroshima 733-91, Japan

One cold February day of 1952, I met a foreigner on the street of
Yamaguchi City, an old historical city of over 1,000 years, located in
west part of the Honshu, main island of Japan, who was a young single
American and a Baptist missionary to Japan from middle Tennessee by
name of J. Frank Carr. He was a different type of man compared with
uniformed American soldiers and officers came to occupy the incendiary
shell bombed ruins of Japan with General MacAuther after the World
War II. This gentleman dressed in suit and hat, on a bicycle, spoke to
me, “Come to my Bible Class™ in English. At that time I did not know
this running across with the man and his words of invitation would change

(Continued on Page 4)

OLD UNION BAPTIST
MINISTERS SCHOOL

By
Elder H. C. Vanderpool

The twelfth annual session of the Old
Union Baptist Ministers School was
held at Old Union Missionary Baptist
Church, Highway 240, Bowling Green,
Ky. on March 28, 29, 30, 1984.

There were 85 ministers attending the
school from California, Illinois, In-
diana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri,
Ohio, Tennessee, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia and Japan. There were over thirty
wives of the ministers who attended the
daily Ministers Wives Fellowship meet-
ing at the Neel Masonic Lodge Hall
near the church. This was also the place
where lunch was served each day.

There were four 45-minute lessons
taught each day. Teachers this year
were Elders Billy Moran, Calvin Per-
rigo, Jerry Reynolds, J. H. Smith,
Howard Taylor and H. C. Vanderpool.
Ministers wives conducting the daily
fellowship meetings were Mrs. Annie
Laura Smith, Mrs. Evelle Massey and
Mrs. Alta Vanderpool.

Elder Paul Bryson, pastor of Old
Union Church, his wife, brethren and
sisters of the church worked hard to
host this twelfth annual session of the
school at the church and also the sisters
meeting place and furnishing a bounti-
ful meal each day.

Elder Koji Tajima from Hiroshima,
Japan, a Baptist Missionary and pastor
for many years attended the school. He
preached a wonderful sermon on Thurs-
day night, His text was “John the Bap-
tist.” He preached at many of our
churches during his stay in America.
Bro. Jeff Brown did the recording of
all the lessons taught. These tapes are
available to anyone wishing to have
them. For the tape information, call:
Pastor Paul Bryson, (502) 843-9339.
Pictures of the 1984 class of ministers
and also the wives will be published
when made available. We wish to say
“THANKS™ to all who helped to make
this a good year.

BANNER COMPLETES 18 YEARS
THE KNEE ROUTE WAY

With this issue of the BAPTIST
BANNER we complete 18 years of pub-
lication. By the grace of God, good
health, the support of churches and in-
dividuals, we have been able to publish
the paper each month for the past 216
months without missing a single issue.

During these 18 years we have
printed and distributed 316,892 copies.
Our subscribers have been, and still are,
in over one-half of the states in America
plus some foreign countries.

“The fool has said in
his heart there is no
God..."” (Psalm 14:1)

The Lord willing, we will begin our
19th year next month. We wish to thank
every church and every individual,
writers, staff members, printers. corres-
pondents and anyone else, who has con-
tributed to the work of this printed
ministry. May the Lord bless you all.
Your continued prayers, support and as-
sistance in any way will be greatly ap-
preciated.

Editor

“The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget
God’’ (Psalm 9:17)

BAPTIST BANNER
P.O. Box 1001
oodlettsville, TN 37072
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THE KNEE ROUTE WAY

Timothy Don Binion
Indianapolis, Indiana

As we review this slogan that is
often used by us all, we encounter
many questions. Realizing its
usage is with good intentions, yet
often it is left beside itself and de-
ception is still possible. I person-
ally found life and salvation with
my knees to the floor, yet there are
still others that were saved on their
back, on their front (or face), stand-
ing up, sitting down, and other pos-
itions. So the condition or position
of the body is irrelevant, yet the
condition or situation of the heart
of a person is essential to obtaining
salvation, The Lord told Samuel
that he seeth not as man seeth: “for
man looketh on the outward ap-

pearance, but the Lord looketh on
the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) (see
also Genesis 6:5) “For 1 (am) the
Lord, 1 change not.” (Malachi 3:6).
So the Lord still has a clear view
of man’s heart, focused solely on
the intermost being of a person.

There are many modern organi-
zations that still allow the sinner to
kneel in their search for salvation
and promote “A™ knee route way.
Through their process of dealing
with those bowed, a voice or
whisper is heard by the seekers ear,
asking questions, quoting promises
and reading scripture. Before you
know it they have made the indi-
vidual a two fold more the child of

(Continued on Page 3)
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EDITORIAL
NOTES

By H. C. Vanderpool

MINISTERIAL
SUPPORT

Beginning on this page is the
fifth and final article by Bro. Jerry
Reynolds on Ministerial Support. |
trust our people have been carefully
reading these Biblical and timely
articles and are willing to prayer-
fully apply the truths found therein.
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MISSIONS

Month after month you read of
various missions and new Baptist
Churches  being  established
throughout the country. When we
are satisfied of the soundness and
sincerity of this work, let us all sup-
port them with our prayers and fi-
nancial means. Some churches feel
the need to support foreign mis-
sions while others wish to support
home missions. Each church is at
liberty to support missions as they
feel to do, but let us someway,
somehow, do what we can to ad-
vance the kingdom of God through
scriptural mission endeavors.

MINISTERIAL
EDUCATION

I deeply believe in scriptural
ministerial education. I have been
criticized for my idea and efforts
in this work. God teaches us in the
Bible the need of this preparation
for our work in His kingdom. There
are those at this present date, who
to our sorrow, are hindering this
great need among us instead of try-
ing to help. It is pathetic that some
believe to be ignorant is old
fashioned. We acquire “knowl-
edge” by experience and study. We
receive  “wisdom” from God
(James 1:5). Wisdom is the ability
to properly use the knowledge we
have. “My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge: because thou
hast rejected knowledge, I will also
reject thee..” Hosea 4:6.

SCHOOL LESSONS

In the months ahead, I plan to
print some of the good, sound,
scriptural lessons that were taught
during the Old Union Baptist
Ministers School at Bowling
Green, Ky. Those who were unable
to attend, including laymembers,
can benefit from them.

How shall we afford a sup-
ported ministry? What system
shall we use to collect the need-
ed funds? Perhaps no aspect of
this subject has been so contro-
versial as this one. Any method
which will fulfill that which God
has ordained by providing ade-
quate support for the ministers
who preach the gospel and labor
in the word and doctrine is satis-
factory. if it be within the guide-
lines of the Holy Scriptures. It
is agreed among us that the
expenses of the churches
should be met by the donations

of the people of God. If all of us
would ask God each week the
amount we should give, as earn-
estly as we ask other knowledge
of him, and obey his prompt-
ings. there would be an ade-
quate supply so that the gospel
would not be hindered. How-
ever, this method of collecting
“‘free will offerings’ does not
seem to work very well when
the church is not as spiritual as
it ought to be.

Most men, especially in this
age of free spending, need some
type of system in order to save a
few dollars even for their own
use. Few people are able to save
anything without one. Yet we

LEITL dS d BUIUCHIIC 11 e icguias
tion of their voluntary giving of
their offerings to the Lord’s
work. They were not compelled
by the church or the ministry to
do so. The system of tithes and
offerings is a practical one
which if made to fairly fit the
ways of our modern life does
well as a method of giving.
However, at the mention of tith-
ing, although it be left volun-
tary to each person whether or
not to use this method, we have
had many able ministers to rise
in opposition to this or any plan
of proposed systematic giving.

The New Testament instructs
each church member to give
“*as God hath prospered him"’
(Ist Corinthians 16:2), “*accord-
ing to that a man hath™ (2nd
Corinthians 8:12), and ‘‘every
man according to his ability™
(Acts 11:29). These scripture
passages all agree that the
giving is to be proportional to
the prosperity of the giver. Too
often in our churches it is not
that way. The rich among us
should give the most. That is the
purpose of their riches ( Ist Tim-
othy 6:17-19), though there be
but few rich men among us. We
are all well aware that some
could more easily give twenty
percent of their income than
others could part with five per-
cent of theirs. When it is done as
it_should be, the wealthy will
give far more than a tithe, while
some of the poor might have to
look to the church for assist-
ance. Yet this inequality of
wealth should offer no excuse
for withholding from the Lord,
for it was Him who richly
praised the poor widow who
cast in all that she had.

We are also instructed to **lay
by in store,”” “‘upon the first day
of the week’ (lIst Corinthians

(Continued on Page 6)





















