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NEWS FROM OREGON

Dear Brother Vanderpool:

I am sorry I have been so slow in renewing my subscription to
the Baptist Banner, but no doubt you know how easy it is to just put
things off. I am enclosing a check in the amount of $7.00. Please set
up my subscription two years from the time it was due. Thank vou
for not stopping the paper, as I enjoy reading it.

[ would like to say a few words concerning the work in this part
of the country. Maybe you can pass the word on. that we need a
Pastor. There have been several Preachers come out here from that
part of the country, look things over, then seemingly go back and
forget all about us out here. We know we don’t have much to offer a
Pastor in the way of material goods. as we are few in number, but
we would be willing to help all we could, and as we grew we would
certainly do more. As you know. it is hard to grow in number with-
out a Pastor. We have visitors that come a few times, then because

we don’t have a Pastor they stop coming.
(Continued on Page 7)
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MISSIONARY BAPTIST
ASSOCIATIONS TO CONVENE

SOUTHWESTERN

The Southwestern District
Missionary Baptist Association
will convene in its 135th annual
session on October 7, 8, 1983,
with New Prospect Missionary
Baptist Church in Decatur
County. Tennessee. If you are
travelling on 1-40 in West Ten-
nessee turn South at Exit 116.
Then drive Il miles to the
church. Services begin at 10:00
A.M.

Officers elected last year
were Elder Harold Carver.
Moderator and Bro. Ray Smith,
Clerk. Elder James Moody is
to preach the Introductory
Sermon on Friday. On Friday
night Elder W. T. Russell will
preach the Doctrinal Sermon.
The Missionary Sermon on
Saturday is to be by Elder John
Hedges.

WISEMAN

The Wiseman Missionary
Baptist Association is to con-
vene in its 93rd annual session
on October 21, 22, 1983, with
Salem Missionary Baptist
Church. Highway 109 North,
Gallatin, Tennessee. Services
are to begin at 10:00 A.M.

Elder Charles Patterson is
to deliver the Introductory
Sermon on Friday. Elder Wil-
liam Massey is to preach the
Memorial Sermon on Friday
night. The Doctrinal Sermon is
to be preached on Saturday by
Elder H. C. Vanderpool.

Associational officers elected
at the last meeting were, Elder
Howard G. Taylor. Moderator:
Elder H. C. Vanderpool. Clerk
and Elder A. G. Gregory. Trea-
surer.

The art of being wise is the art of knowing what to overlook.

RADIO AND MISSIONS
REPORT

Dear Brother Vanderpool.

Lately I have had many people inquire about my radio work in
Rocky Mount. North Carolina and also wanting further information
concerning my plans for mission work there. I thought it best to
write to you in hopes you will print this letter which hopefully will
provide more details.

One of the first things that I need to explain is why I am living in
Tennessee and not in North Carolina. This will be difficult for many
to understand, but when I first felt the call to go into North Carolina
I immediately determined to go. I sold my home in Indiana and
thought within myself that I would go right on to the mission field.
However, God has held me back. which at first I could not under-

(Continued on Page 7)
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REPORT FROM COLORADO

Pictured above are members of the Colorado Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Denver. You will note that they are standing at the
building site of their new church building. Here is their report to the

BANNER. (Continued on Page 8)
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REVIVALS

SUNDAY - OCTOBER 2
Cedar Cross Missionary
Baptist Church, Allen County,
Ky. Pastor Gerald Cherry is to
be assisted by Elder Billy
Moran. Services nightly at 7:30.
Everyone is invited.

Salem Missionary Baptist
Church, Highway 109 North,
Gallatin, Tenn. Pastor C. L.
“Dee’’ Russell will be assisted
by a helper to be selected. Ser-
vices each night at 7:00 P.M.
Everyone is invited.

SUNDAY - OCTOBER 16

Meadorville Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Macon County,
Tenn. Highway 10, south of
Lafayette, Tenn. Pastor Harold
D. Linville is to be assisted by
Elder Guthrie Thompson and
Elder Tommie Lankford is to
direct the singing. Services
each night at 7:30 P.M. and on

BAPTIST BANNER
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REVIVAL
REPORTS

Harmony Missionary Baptist
Church. 1044 East Trinity
Lane, Nashville, Tenn. Three
professions of faith with two
additions. Pastor Clay Grizzle
was assisted by Elder D. W.
Story.

Maces Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Smith County,
Tenn. One profession of faith.
Pastor E. G. Williams was as-
sisted by Elder Douglas Curtis.

Lafayette Missionary Baptist
Church, College St., Lafayette,
Tenn. Seven professions of
faith with twelve additions.
Pastor Kenneth Davis was as-
sisted by Elder Tom Arm-
strong.

Rocky Mound Missionary
Baptist Church, Westmoreland,
Tenn. Thirteen professions of
faith with sixteen additions.
Pastor James ‘*Pete’” Porter
was assisted by Elder Bobby
Hale.

Rock Bridge Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Sumner County,
Tenn. Two professions of faith
with two additions. Pastor Ray
Sutton was assisted by Bro.
Willie Phillips.

New Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1080 Old Dickerson
Pike. Goodlettsville, Tenn.
Four professions of faith with
four additions. Pastor H. C.
Vanderpool was assisted by
Elder Douglas Curtis.

OREGON CHURCH

INFORMATION

LaGrande Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 2503 N. Birch St..
LaGrande. Oregon 97850 was
organized on January 28, 1983
with 13 charter members. The
minister with this church is
Pastor James Van Houten.
Anyone wishing to have infor-
mation on this church may write
to the above address asking for
doctrinal statement. etc. You
may call: (503) 963-4745.

Saturday and Sunday at 11:00
A.M. Everyone is invited.

Bethel Missionary Baptist
Church, 222 E. Epler Ave.,
Indianapolis, Ind. Pastor
Eugene Brown is to be assisted
by Elder Billy Moran. Services
each night at 7:00 P.M. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.
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A VOICE CRYING
IN THE
WILDERNESS

By Elder Eugene Brown
Indianapolis, Indiana

Matthew 3:3: For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet
Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ve the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
INTRODUCTION

Christ’s mission on earth was to be two-fold. First, to establish
a visable church (of which He was to be the foundation), second,
He would save his people from their sins. If He were to build a
house He must have the material. This house was to be a spiritual
house. The acorn is planted that grows into a tree that produces the
lumber that will be taken on locality to be used as part of the house.

Likewise, John the Baptist was a forerunner of Christ. He was
to prepare the material that Christ would use to go into his church.
The manner in which John, the forerunner, came into the world,
(his dress and his ministry) should be carefully noted. His clothing
was very simple, just a girdle. His food was very simple, locusts
and wild honey. He had no beautiful church with heat and air-
conditioning or padded pews. Rather his ministry was out in the
wilderness. It is rather doubtful that a simple dressed person like

John the Baptist would be welcomed to preach in our average
(Continued on Page 3)
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A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS

(Continued from Page 2)
church today. We must keep in mind that John the Baptist was a
Holy Ghost baby.

As a forerunner, John was to “*make ready a people’ and not
stones, like you would gather to build a natural building. This build-
ing was to be a spiritual building. Christ’s kingdom was to be a spiri-
tual kingdom. John's ministry was very short while here on earth.
He lived to accomplish his mission and finally to be beheaded
simply because he had told a man it was not lawful for him to have
his brother’s wife.

THE MISSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

The mission of John the Baptist is mentioned in all the Gospels.
One point must be noticed that has a spiritual meaning. The glory of
God is revealed in the person of the son. The **wilderness’" can
represent the whole race of mankind, alienated from God and in a
corrupt nature.

In order for that highway to be made straight, the first thing is
every valley shall be lifted up. Are there not dark places in our
human lives that may be described in these terms? God wills that
the valley itself shall be lifted up. ** Every mountain and hill shall be
made low, the crooked shall be made straight.” In spiritual things
there must be a willingness. When He finds a heart open to receive
Him, and humble spirit, He will never withhold the full disclosure
of His love.

The rough places must be made plain, at whatever cost. Until
that work is accomplished, we cannot know the deep peace of a
redeemed and sanctified child of God,

EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE EXALTED

How does Christianity remove those mountians. fill up valleys
and give a straight pathway? Heathen religions divide society into
sections. Christianity reveals one God. the father of all, by whom
are all things and to whom are all things. A God for common people
awakens a community of love, purpose and worship. We have a
common God for a common people and a common salvation.

You know there is an element of people that feel they are too
low and have just gone too far in sin to ever be saved. In offering or
presenting the plan of salvation, it is somewhat like building a road.
Behind a house that I once lived in, they were building a new road.
There were a couple of large hills that had to be brought down and
there were a couple of valleys too low that had to be brought up. So
you find people that feel too conceited to have to bow. So this kind
must be humbled. The person that feels too far gone, he must be
lifted up. We are all on the same level with God. We all have to
come the same way to find him.

THE UNIVERSAL REVELATION

Never has there been such glory as in the mission of the son of
God for the redemption of sinful men. The glory of every divine
perfection was manifested in the mission and work of the son of
God. 1) Wisdom - I Tim. 3:6; I Cor. 2:7. 2) Power - | Cor. 1:24.
3) Holiness and justice - Ps. 53:5; 10-12; Ps. 22:1-3,

The means that were to be employed in revealing this glory of
the Lord, would be by personal ministry of our Lord Himself, Heb.
1:1-3. His mission and doctrine declared His glory, John 3:2; Luke
24:19. The written word of God would and is a means of his glory. 2
Tim. 3:15. All, therefore, who wish the glory of the Lord to be more
and more revealed shall **pray that the word of the Lord may have
free course.”” Another would be the preaching of the gospel, Mark
16:15.16.20. The Lord said it *“pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believed.™” Preaching is God's ordained
way of telling the truth about the son of God. God calls men to do
this work and if they fail or refuse there is a woe God has placed
upon them.

People will have no excuse when they stand before God. We
are taught in the scriptures that they will say in that day, **we have
prophesied in thy name and in thy name cast out devils, but God is
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going to say to them depart for I never knew you."

At least a couple of passages come to mind that tell us that God
has revealed himself to all flesh. **For the invisible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made. even his eternal power and Godhead: so
that they are without excuse.”” Rom. 1:20. **The heavens declare
the glory of God: and the firmament sheweth his handiwork."" Ps.
19:1. So these passages prove that man is without excuse.

I had in my congregation one time a gentleman that could not
understand how people that we refer to as heathens would be con-
demned with the rest of the world. If some could go to heaven on
their ignorance why not then let's close our churches, burn our
bibles and then everybody could go to heaven because they didn't
know. However, we know that plan would not work.

(Continued on Page 5)



The Cumberland anleg\x School of Gospel Music conducted its
first annual session June 20 - July 1, 1983 at Cumberland Univer-
sity, Lebanon, Tenn. Pictured above are most of the students
attending day classes along with some of the officers and teachers.

We are sorry we were unable to publish a picture of the night
classes, but those making the photos had some problems with the
film and were unable to furnish a picture of the large night attend-
ance. Those pictured above were less than one-half of all in attend-
ance. There were 185 attending the school and only 91 are pictured.
So. the total attending this first annual session was twice or more
the number you see above.

Officers. teachers and students were overjoyed over the won-
derful school and the interest manifested. Many people worked
long and hard to make the school a success. Thanks to all of them!

We are looking forward to a bigger and better school in 1984.

On Friday night, July 1, the closing night, the 500-seat audi-
torium didn’t hold all those attending the singing. Reports have
come in from many of our churches that the results of the school
was being manifested in their music and singing through their
members who attended the school.

Let us as pastors, laymen and churches be making plans to
support this very important school with our prayers, money and
work. Anyone wishing to comment or ask for information, please
write as follows: Cumberland Valley School of Gospel Music, Inc.,
cfo Mr. Key Dillard, Pres., Route 7, Rucker Lane, Murfreesboro.
TN 37130. You may call him: (615) 890-0288. (See related photo on
page 6.)
















