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CHRIST, THE ROCK OF AGES

By Bob Vanderpool
Hendersonville, Tenn.

1. MOREOVER, brethren, I would not
that ye should be ignorant, how that all our
fathers were under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea;

2. And were all baptized unto Moses in the
cloud and in the sea;

3. And did all eat the same spiritual meat;
4. And did all drink the same spiritual
drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them: and that Rock was

Christ.
INTRODUCTION

A rock is something that is solid and
steadfast. We often use the term ‘solid as a
rock’ in referring to many things in our
everyday life. Everyone realizes that any

reference made to a stone or rock is a
reference concerning strength and stability.

In Matthew 7:24-27, Christ is quoted,
“‘Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house
upon a rock: And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the wirds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock. And everyone
that heareth these sayings of mine, and
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the
sand: And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and great was
the fall of it.”’ In these verses of scripture,
Christ is comparing himself to anything else
that a person might base his hope for eternal

life on. Christ is saying that he is the rock
and the only foundation upon whom a
person can build his hope.

ROCK OF OLD TESTAMENT

Paul said in today’s lesson that Moses
and the Israelites were under a cloud (the
cloud that led them when they left the
Egyptian bondage). He also states that the
rock from which they drank was Christ. In1I
Samuel 22:2-3, “‘And he said, The Lord is
my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;
The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou
savest me from violence.”” David made this
statement about 1018 B.C. In II Samuel
22:31-33, David says, ‘‘As for God, his way

(Continued on Page 5)

Brother Smith Writes
From California

Dear Friends,

We arrived back to our place in Santa Paula, California safely, after
spending some time in Nashville, from October 16th till November 6th.
We had no trouble on the way back, though my vision was somewhat
blurred because of the eye surgery I had on my right eye on our way to
Tennessee; but both of us together could make out all the road signs. I
didn’t intend to drive any at night; we did, however, let dark overtake
us one evening before we could get a motel, as we were trying to make
it from Flagstaff, Arizona to Kingman but couldn’t make it. So we found
a place between at Ash Ford, Arizona, and we made out without much
difficulty. I don’t think we will try that long drive again without a second
driver, for it is just a little too much. Next time we might take a plane
which is just about as cheap, considering the wear on the body.

On our way to Tennessee we did have some trouble, if you would
call it that. Before we got out of California the transmission on our car
locked, and I thought we couldn’t make it any farther, we were in the
desert and no service near, but we prayed and got the car rolling again,

(Continued on Page 6)

FOUR COUNTY SINGING
The Four-County Singing (Macon, Sumner, Smith, Trousdale) in
Tennessee will meet at West End Missionary Baptist Church, 440 W.
Main St., Gallatin, Tenn. on Sunday, January 6, at 2:00 P.M. The church
and Bob Vanderpool, singing president, invite everyone to attend for a
great Spiritual singing and fellowship.

Brother Lyles Writes
From Alaska

Greetings to you back home from Alaska:

I wanted to inform all of you about the goodness of our Lord Jesus
Christ toward us in Alaska. We serve the greatest power that has ever
been known to this world or mankind. The Lord has been so good to
my family and me, that there are not words to express my thankfulness
and joy toward Him. He blessed us with a beautiful and healthy baby
boy on the fifth day of November. Before the end of November, He had
provided us with a larger apartment with an extra bedroom that allowed
children. As of the end of November,* we were still looking for a building
that we can afford to hold services on Sunday morning. I hope and pray
during the first part of the new year, we will be able to have found a
place to worship. We are still having services every Sunday morning
with a nice family in our apartment that I met during our first week in
Alaska. I feel that a building is necessary to hold services in because of
the difference of the peoples’ ideas and viewpoints about mission work.
Most people do not feel comfortable enough meeting in someone else’s
home, because they feel that they are imposing on my family. I realize

(Continued on Page 2)
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Pastoral Resignations and Newly Called Pastors
of Missionary Baptist Churches

In recent weeks several pastors have resigned from their churches. Most have already called new pastors
for 1985. Those that we have information on are listed below.

The Resigning Pastor Newly Called Pastor

.................. W.C Johnson - ..c.ciooc ...
.................. Paul Patterson ..............-Bobby E Pitt
.................. Bobby Gann .................C. B. Huddleston
.................. D@ Barton=- = . & PauliBryson
.................. Bobby Gann .................Tommy Parkhurst
.................. Gayle Snoddy ...............W.C. Johnson
.................. Kenneth Davis woin...oo0.
.................. Harold D. Linville .........Bobby Gann
.................. Paul Bryson .................Jerry Reynolds
.................. Levie.Smith .. & " Rodney Earter
.................. Mike Highfill ... - Steve Pernigo
.................. Bobby E. Pitts o ofo0oc
.................. Jerry Reynolds: ..ot dones

................ Rodney Carter ...............William Johnson
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night, December 31, beginning at
7:00 P.M. The Southern Harmony
Quartet and the Autumn Trio will
be the featured singers. Everyone
is invited to attend and enjoy the
fellowship of God’s people.
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BROTHER LYLES WRITES
(Continued from Page 1)

that it is very important to adjust to the culture of people that I now live
with, so please pray that the Lord will provide us with a building in order
to reach out to the unsaved that live in Alaska.

We have adjusted very well to the different life style and climate
since our arrival in July, because it was very different getting use to
nineteen hours of daylight when we first arrived in Anchorage. But after
a few weeks of this, it was now very normal to us eastern folks. After
a few more months past, the daylight began to decrease very rapidly as
the long winter months ahead were approaching, which would begin in
October. We are now receiving about five hours of sunlight a day with
the long dark cold hours that are left.

We are very much looking ahead to the new year at what God has
in store for us here in Alaska. We have met many people and some which
have a very sound testimony of passing from death unto life. Many of
those people have been very nice to us in desiring to help us in any way
possible.

I would like to thank all of you that have prayed for us, and especially
the ones who have supported us with their finances. I pray that the Lord
has blessed you for your thoughtfulness and generosity toward the work
here in Alaska.

There are times we miss the good fellowship with God’s great
people, and our families back home, but we know that the Lord’s work

SOME CHURCHES
ARE DOING THIS

One of the greatest blessings of a minister’s life, is to be privileged
to travel to, live for a few days in, and study the word of God in Bible
Lands! The Lord willing, next November 20, I'll be making my 9th tour
of the Holy Land and other Bible countries. Already, a number of Baptist
ministers have made reservations for that TRIP OF A LIFETIME!
Churches do a wonderful thing when they send their pastor, and
better still, pastor and wife, on these tours. Any church wishing to
have the information may obtain it by writing or calling me; see page 6.
Some churches have already done this!

— Pastor H. C. Vanderpool, Host-Advisor
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in this world is more important than what we always desire. The Lord
has been very good to us, and we trust He is being good to you also in
a mighty way. :

Please remember to pray for our parents back home, because I know
it must be very hard on them being so far away from us, and the fact
that they have never seen their grandson. But we pray for them everyday
asking the Lord to supply them grace even as he does to us when the
lonely times appear.

May God bless all of your churches and families is my prayer.
Please note our new address and telephone number in this letter.

With Love from your Missionary in Alaska,
Terry A. Lyles and Family
1900 Beaver Place Apt. #5
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
(907) 337-7779

*P_S. (Editor’s Note) Bro. Calvin Perrigo, Indianapolis, has just notified
me as the Banner was going to press that Bro. Lyles has already found
a place for Sunday morning and Sunday night services. It is located at
1023 East 6th Ave., Anchorage, Alaska. We are thankful for this blessing.



pearl City, Hawail

The paper is really interesting.”
k %k %k

Edward and Lois Kittrell

“We enjoy your paper, Baptist Diane Brown

‘Banner, very much and look for- Westmoreland, TN
ward to receiving it each month. (Continued on Page 8)

New Bethel

Missionary
Baptist School

1080 Old Dickerson Pike - P. O. Box 1001
Goodlettsville, Tennessee 37072
(615) 859-5780
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We boarded our beautiful and comfortable Israeli bus with Ahmad
our driver and Yael our guide and began the day driving into upper
Galilee and westward to the Mediterranean Sea. Ahmad was a Arab and
Yael Katz, the guide, was an Israeli lady who was very knowledgable,
having received two Masters degrees while studying in the United States.
Her mother lives in New York.

We go through Cana of Galilee where Jesus performed his first
miracle, John 2:1-11. From there we continued on to Nazareth. Here
Jesus lived during his childhood with Mary and Joseph. During those
days there was only one supply of water in Nazareth which was a well.
That well is still running today. Due to the belief that Mary was at the
well when the angel appeared unto her (Luke 1:26-38) the people later
named it Mary’s Well. There is a Baptist Church in Nazareth which also
has a Baptist School.

(Continued on Page 4)


















